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‘WHAT A PLEASANT HOME 
LInCOLN 


By RICHARD S. HAGEN 


OME tivescore and ten years have passed since Abraham 
S Lincoln purchased in 1844 the only home he ever owned, 
a simple frame story-and-a-halt house at the northeast corner 
of Eighth and Jackson streets in Springtield. He lived there 
tor seventeen years, leaving it in 1861 for the White House. 

Visitors to the Lincoln Home, which in 1887 became the 
tirst state memorial, have been allowed to see only four rooms 


the sitting room, the front and back parlors and the dining 
room. In 1929 the Abraham Lincoln Association of Spring: 


field aided the State in acquiring furniture and other essen- 
tials tor a home ot Lincoln's time to fit up these rooms.  Pre- 
liminary reconstruction plans were dratted in the late 1930's 
by the State Division of Architecture and Engineering. World 
War II interrupted, and therefore it was not until 1950 that 
the Division of Parks and Memorials initiated, under the 
writer's direction, in co-operation with Virginia Stuart Brown, 


/ 

Richard 8S. Hagen. archae St itorical consultant fort 
Division of Parks and Memortals of the Ulino1s Department of Con a 
Erralion, Was InN charge Of the recently com pleted rk of reslorvin 

redecorating and the Lincoln Home He 
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custodian (1925-1953) and the Lincoln Home ¢ ommittee ap 
pointed by the Governor, a comprehensive program of re- 
scarch in connection with the Lincoln Home. 

In the Winter, 1951 issue of this Journal the author re 
ported his findings trom archacological work in the Lincoln 
back vard. Sufficient information was obtained to permit the 
accurate reconstruction of the carriage house, the woodshed 
ind the privy. Presenting a claim in 1856 against the estate 
ot Nathaniel Hay, a Springteld brick manufacturer. Lincoln 
Wrote: “In August 1855 he furnished me bricks for the pit 

t privy, for which he or his estate is entitled to a credit on 
the note. The exact amount of this last lot of bricks, I never 
knew: but | suppose the administrator can find it on Mr. 
Havy’s books.” The century-old privy now resting over this 
original pit in the Lincoln back yard was removed early in 
1954 from behind the Oakland, Hlinois. home o t Dr. Hiram 
Ruthertord, an carly castern Ilinois physician and friend 
of Lincoln, and was tr ee to Springfield amidst wide 
spread “human interest” stories in the press. Restored and 
resplendent the past summer with a cloak of morning B Blories 
the privy represents the tirst step toward the complete restora 
tion of the back vard to its a ippearance of 1860 

A complete physical survey of the Home was next undc 
taken to ascertain what the structure itself cou! ld tell of its own 
nei As the various lavers of paint put on the house in more 

an one hundred vears were scr ap ed: oft one by one, beneat 
seme ten coats of white paint were revealed four (and in 
seme places perhaps more) coats of a light brown paint, in- 
cicating that the pleasant white to which several generations 
of visitors were accustomed was not the color { amiliar to the 
Lincoln tamily. This physical survey was augmented by 
evidence trom documentary and pictorial sources, all provid- 
ing turther sup port fora light shade of brown as the original 
color. Some of these document: iry sources were published ii 
the Spr Ing, 1953 issue of this Journal. Photographs ner 
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trom 1860 to 1870 all show the house of a darker color than 
the whitewashed board tence along Jackson Street, the white 
carriage house at the rear, and the small white frame cottage 
directly north of the Lincoln Home. In view of the over- 
whelming evidence brought to bear on the color problem, in 
late 1952 the Home was given its first coat of “a Quaker tint 
ot light brown” in more than seventy vears, an action which 
proved to be the most dramatic step in the restoration up to 


that time. 
The Chirceico Tribune ot May 6, 1865 said in its descrip- 


tion of Lincoln’s funeral and Springfield in mourning: 


Plain, unpretending and substantial, the Home is 
tvpe of Mr. Lincoln’s character. The shrubbery in front of 
the house. princtpally rose bushes, many of them planted 
by Mr. Lincoln’s own hand, are in full Icat, and a beautiful 
rose vine clambers up one of the door posts, and tratis over 
the cornice. Lilies are sprinkled here and there, and closely 
shaven trim grass plats run down to the neat picket fence 
surmounting the wall. The columns of the piazza at the rear 
of the house are also turned with vines and creepers, and 
the apple tree between the house and the barns, showered 


the ground with the pink and white of the blossoms, and 


filled the air with fragrance 


The restoration of the exterior was largely completed in 
1952. An addition and porch which had been built in the 
late nineteenth century at the back ot the house tor the con 
venience of its resident custodians was removed. The rear or 
eastern tagade was reconstructed according to a photograph 
made by an itinerant cameraman, Ridgway Glover of Phila- 
delphia, who came to Springtield in 1865, shortly atter Lin- 
coln’s death, to make views of the President's 
“home and haunts.” One other major change was the re 
moval of the north window in the “maid’s room,” since that 
window does not appear in any photographs until some time 
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The Lincolns had a basement only under the front part 
of the house, with access only through a trapdoor on the south 
porch. To provide space for a new automatic gas furnace and 
ventilating system to make the Home comfortable for visitors 
the year round, a ten-square-foot area was dug under the 
northeast corner of the back portion of the house and bricked 
solid with fireproof ceiling and an outside entrance. Pipes 
and outlets for the new system have been well concealed. 

Having thus pruned and painted the exterior in such 
fashion that it would be recognizable to Lincoln were he to 
return home once again from his law oftice down Eighth or 
Jackson street, attention was next directed to the interior ar- 
rangements and furnishings. There was immediate need for 
extensive structural work. The brick foundation wall was 
crumbling; sills and joists had suffered trom dry rot and ter- 
mites, which though checked had left their damage; the brick 
hearth in the sitting room was sinking into the basement, and 
everywhere were cracked plaster walls and ceilings. These 
were repaired, since a sound structure is the only base upon 
which to create a lasting restoration. At the same time all 
parts of the original building were preserved and utilized 
wherever possible, enabling us to present the Lincoln Home 
as ‘restored’ and not “reconstructed.” In structural work in 
the Home original materials were left intact when possible and 
strengthened to a point of safety. Removed materials have 
been stored for future use in a ““back-vard museum.” 

It was impossible to operate in a purist manner, since the 
house, built for a moderate-sized family, must now bear the 
traffic of nearly half a million visitors every year. Thus in 
the interior there are three major blights necessitated by pub- 
lic traffic: the guide railings (copied after the front hall 
stair rail) between the public areas and the restored room 
areas; a new door between the guest bedroom and Robert's 
bedroom; and the widening of the rear stairway to the kitchen 
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so that visitors can leave the second floor at the rear and 
thus permit a one-way flow of traffic through the house. Ad- 
Justment has been necessary in every room between space al- 
lotted tor restoration and space tor public tratfic, with results 
as shown in the floor plans on page 10. 

During the structural work careful notes were made ot 
all evidence bearing upon physical changes in the house, with 
the particular aim of deriving information for as accurate a 
sketch as possible of the house as it appeared when Lincoln 
purchased it in 1844, five vears after its erection. This sketch 
is reproduced on page 14. 

In 1856 the Lincolns enlarged the house trom a story and 
a halt to two full stories. A summary of city improvements 
published by the M/imois State Journal on January 6, 1857 
gives the cost of the alteration as $1,300, with Hannan & 
Ragsdale as contractors. The attractive iron grill work above 
the side porch was installed at this time. Mrs. John T. Stuart 
wrote her daughter on April 3, 1856: “Mr. Lincoln has com- 
menced raising his back building two stories high. I think 
thev will have room enough before they are done, particular] 
as Marv seldom uses what she has.” Mrs. Stuart’s remarks 
tend to discredit the old story about Marv Lincoln having 
ordered the work done while Abraham was away, surprising 
him with it on his return. More likely it was discussed tor 
some time between them as a necessity for their three sons and 
their own expanding social lite. Mrs. Lincoln commented on 
the construction work in a letter to her halt-sister Emily Todd 
on February 16, 1857: “You will think we have enlarged our 
borders since vou were here.” 

As walls were removed in the rear wing and on the sec- 
ond floor, two kinds of lath were exposed. Split hickory was 
used throughout the original house built tor the Rev. Charles 
Dresser in 1839. Lath sawed to uniform size was used in the 


1856 construction. The dimensions of the original house and 
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the location of the later en! argements could ae traced exactly. 
It became evident that the methods used i 1 joining the 1856 
work to the 1839 structure would Sas a good carpenter. 
For example, odd pieces of wood were indiscrimin: itely nailed 
together tor stud¢ ling, showing the carpenter to have telt that 
work which would be covered with lath and plaster could be 
done in any tashion. 

Tradition suffered severely in the interior just as with the 
exterior color. Writers spoke of Lincoln as hi wing lived ina 
White house with green shutters, and described the house as 
being all of walnut and oak. put together with pegs and a 
sparing use of nails. Such errors appeared as early as 1881 
When Leonard Volk. the Chic; igo sculptor, wrote: “The bon- 
tires blazed brightly and especially in front of that prim-look- 
ing white house on | iwhth Street.” Such misstatements. onc« 
printed, Were accepted without question; until recently no onc 
had investigated the house icself for the truth so obvioush 
there. The original floors were of random width oak. but 
oak was tound nowhere else in the building. Walnut was 
used in the 1839 house for sills. joists and interior woodwork: 
the lath were ot split hickory and the other wooden parts pine. 
In 1856 Hannan & Ragsdale used northern pine tor ever 
thing, including the upstairs millwork which was given arti 
tical walnut ger aining. Casual observation ot the old pine 
can casily mistake it for walnut; the old discolored wood must 
be cut into for certain identification, but diligent scraping has 
vet to disclose any ot the famous walnut siding. Lastly, search 
ers have been unable to tind anv use of pegs in the house ex 
cept in the sills, but hundreds of square nails of many sizes 
have been preserved trom just a few areas of recent wood re- 
placement. 

The survey showed that the first floor was alwavs ar 
ranged as it is today, except that the present double parlor was 
not divided by folding doors but by a wall, so that it formed 
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two complete rooms, the back one probably being used as a 
bedroom. This is in accord with the assumption that in a 
story-and-a-half cottage so much space would not have been 
devoted to an elegant parlor. The millwork of the folding 
doors is probably of 1856. The front stairway existed from 
1839, for in 1847, Lincoln, on leaving tor Washington to 
serve in Congress, rented the house for one year to Cornelius 
Ludlum, formerly of Jacksonville, who was to “allow. said 
Lincoln, the use of the North-up-stairs room, during the term, 
in which to store his furniture.” This indicates a landing in 
the upper hall and a room on either side. 

In the drawing of the Lincoln house in 1839 it will be 
seen that there is no sidewalk. It was not until 1853 that Lin- 
coln, Charles Arnold, sheriff and next neighbor to the 
south, and others petitioned the city council “praying that 
certain sidewalks on the East side of Eighth street between 
Cook and Adams streets be graded and paved or planked as in 


said petition specified.” The brick front wall was not built 
until 1850, and the brick side wall and fence date from 1855. 
In the rear the woodshed and privy were the only “other ap- 
purtenances of said lot” which Ludlum rented in 1847. A 


carriage house would have been a luxury tor the Lincolns at 
that time, and in the one extant photograph (1865) which 
shows it well the carriage house is of better and probably later 
construction than the woodshed it adjoined. 

The drawing of the 1839 house shows the back part a 
simple flat-rooted wing, including the south porch, since the 
basement entrance through this porch 1s of the original con- 
struction. The decorative brackets on the cornice and the 
pilasters at the corners do not appear, and the broken cornice 
of 1856 has been simplified, although the latter is a typical 
expression of the Greek Revival tradition in the West during 
the 1840's. The brackets and pilasters are teatures which did 
not appear until later, and which mark the 1856 house as tran- 
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sitional trom its earlier and purer Greek Revival appearance 
to the later stvle, sometimes called the Parvenue. 

An important question was: to just what period or to 
What original appearance should the Lincoln Home be re- 
stored? We know that there were great physical changes in 
the house during the Lincolns’ occupancy, and so can assume 
that its furnishings would certainly vary over a seventeen-year 
period. Since it would be manitestly impossible to restore 
the house to all the many facets of its appearance while Lin- 
coln lived there, it was necessary to select an arbitrary period 
toward which to work. As Lincoln was responsible tor its en- 
largement to two stories, this gives an initial date of 1856. 
And since the Lincolns lett the house in February, 1861 we 
can utilize the intervening five-vear period as a temporal 
framework. It was during these vears, too, that Lincoln be- 
came so prominent a national figure 

As a matter of general policy museum activities are com- 
pletely divorced from restoration activities in the house. All 
materials extraneous to the home lite of the Lincolns have 
been removed and stored until they can be displaved in a fu- 
ture back-vard museum. The aim was to make the house ap- 
pear as if the Lincolns, atter thoroughly cleaning the home. 
had just lett to visit friends. In order to achieve this, nearly 
two thousand ditterent items of household equipment and 
furnishings have been gathered and each has been authenti- 
cated as to date and appropriateness tor mid-nineteenth-cen- 
tury Springfield. There will be a continued effort to improve 
the collection. 

For the interior restoration, historical sources of all kinds 
were meager except tor sketches of the double parlors and the 
sitting room published in Les/re’s Mlastrated Weekly on March 
9, 1861, and reproduced here on pages 20-22. These three 
rooms, it appeared initially, should be refurnished exactly as 
they appear in the sketches, and that 1s what has been attempted. 
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However, the sketches themselves, having been done with a 
good deal of artistic license as to detail and perspective, are sub- 
ject to various interpretations. For example, do the vertical lines 
on the walls in the sketches of the parlors represent a vertically 
striped wallpaper, or simply the artist's shading? The de- 
cision to use a wallpaper with a vertical stripe was made be- 
cause the same artist put in his sketch of the sitting room what 
is obviously a large tloral-patterned wallpaper. Had the par- 
lor paper also been patterned it seemed that the artist would 
have shown it so—particularly in the back parlor which is a 
severely furnished room. The sketches are also v ague as to 
just what ornaments are displayed on the whatnots and the 
mantels; in the restoration appropriate antique bric-a-brac has 
been used to approximate the appearance of the rooms. 

In Springtield of the 1850's carpeting was generally 
purchased in twenty-seven-inch wide strips and then sewn to 
gether tor wall-to-wall coverage over a paper or straw mat- 
ting. The more expensive Brussels was usually reserved tor 
the parlor, while the cheaper ingrain or Scotch carpeting cov- 
ered the dining room and bedrooms. This idea has been car- 
ried out at the Lincoln Home. The pattern tor the Brussels 
carpet in the parlor was taken trom the Les/ze’s sketch and 
an interior stereopticon view by Glover, and antique ingrain 
of many patterns has been installed in the sitting room, dining 


room, and five bedrooms upstairs. In the kitchen the wide 


oak flooring is exposed, except for a large hand-braided rug 
and several small ‘throws’ which have been used as floor cov- 
ering. Because of the stove heating of the period, carpeting 
Was important; it helped, along with small tootstools, to 
mollity the cold floors. 

Few of the many documentary references to the interior 
of the Home mention the details we would like to have. Leon- 
ard Volk in 1881 remarked of his 1860 visit to the Lincolns: 
“T was invited into the parlor and soon Mrs. Lincoln entered 
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holding a rose bouquet in her hand, which she presented to 
me after the introduction; and in return I gave her a cabinet 
size bust of her husband, which I had modelled from the large 
one.” This bust is visible in the Les/7e’s sketch of the front 
parlor, resting on the top shelf of the whatnot. The same 
issue of Les/ze’s Says: 


The sitting-room and parlor of Abraham Lincoln, in his 
house at Springfield, are, as the reader may observe, simply 
and plainly fitted up, but are not without indications of 
taste and refinement. They are the “‘leisure-rooms,”’ as par- 
lors might properly be called, of the great majority of Ameri- 
cans in comfortable circumstances tn country towns, and will 
doubtless suggest to the reader many a pleasant hour passed 
in such apartments. ... The rooms are elegantly and com- 
fortably furnished with strong well-made furniture, made 
for use and not for show. 


George Ashmun, the chairman of the notification com- 
mittee, described the house in the New York Times of May 
24. 1860: 


The door opens into a broad hall, with rooms upon 
either side. Mr. Lincoln, who had been apprised of our 
coming, stood at the back end of the double parlor on the 
left.—1in which was a bookcase tilled with law books. 
and the Committee and other guests upon entering grouped 
themselves around him. 


The Chicago Tribune of May 6, 1865 reported: 


There is little of the furniture in the house which be- 
longed to Mr. Lincoln. In the front parlor is a what-not and 
a small marble topped table on which was Iving a beautiful 
cross of white camelias. In the back parlor, which he was 
accustomed to use as his study, is his bookcase. This was 
his favorite room, and here he toiled and wrote uncon- 
sciously preparing himself for the great misston he was to 
fulfill... . A heavy oaken bedste: id and a chamber set con- 
clude the relics. 
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The articles described by the Trzhane had been purchased 
by the renter, Lucian Tilton, for his own use. Despite the 
Story that “most” of the Lincolns’ furniture was taken over 
by the Tiltons and subsequently lost in the ¢ hicago Fire ot 
IS71, it is apparent that the Tiltons had verv little ot the 
Lincoln furniture, and much more of it mav be in existence 
todav. The IMlinois Stat Journal ot January 30, I861, an- 
nounced the sale of the Lincolns’ household goods, and ap- 
parently everything not sold or given away to friends was 
stored in Springtield. Carl Sandburg and Paul M. Angle 
quote in Mary Lincoln, Wife and Widow Mrs. Lincoln's let- 
ter from the Executive Mansion on May 29, 1862 to Mrs. John 
C. Sprigg, a Springtield neighbor: 

see by the papers that Mr William S.) Barch is 
marricd. We have some pieces of furniture, stall remain 
at his house, may I ask a favor of vou—It is this If Mr 
George N.) Black can have room for them. can the be 
moved, to any place above his store |he was a son-in-law 
and partner of John Williams), where he mav have room for 
them. The sofa, at Mr Burch’s was new. a few months be- 
fore we left. May I also ask vou, to speak to Mr Black, and 
sce If the 8 boxes we left with him, are all ther 


During the vears many articles well-attested to have be- 
longed to the Lincolns have found their way back “home.” 
These include a big wall clock, the coat and umbrella rack. a 
glass cake plate, four pieces of ironstone china. Lincoln's 
portable writing box, a sterecoscope box, a whatnot, Marvy’s 
commode box, a cane-seated rocker, and Abe's specially made 
seven-foot couch. 

A study of the furniture which belonged to the Lincolns 
In Springticld makes possible a general picture of the styles 
and kinds of furniture which they used. Like the architec 
ture of the Home itself, the furniture represents a transition 
in this case from the earlier solid and massive Empire pieces 
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to the more gracetul early Victorian. This is quite evident 
trom the Les/ze’s sketches. The parlor, the “show” room of 
the house then as now, would have exhibited these changes 
earliest, as the first new pieces were purchased for it. When 
the house was enlarged in 1856 there must have been extensive 
buying of new pieces for the new rooms and a readjustment 
of the furnishings of the entire house. In accordance with 
such thinking older furniture has been retired upstairs and the 
newest pieces set up in the parlor and sitting room. The maid's 
room at the rear has been furnished with the oldest things in 
the house, while the furniture becomes progressively more im- 
pressive as one reaches the front of the house and goes down- 
stairs. 

Selection of the wallpaper was given careful attention. 
Research led to the conclusion that the wallpapers available in 
Springtield during the 1850's would have been of either 
English or eastern United States origin. Search was then made 
for reproductions of paper from the period 1850-1860, with 
consideration being given to what Mary Lincoln’s taste in 
decoration might have been. The choice was complicated 
by the scarcity of these reproductions, since papers popular in 
that period are not greatly desired today. It is simple to tind 
reproductions of earlier papers in the delightful (at least to 
modern taste) patterns of eighteenth-century New England, 
but it is no more proper to install a Colonial Williamsburg 
paper in the Lincoln Home than one of extreme modern de- 
sign. The present wallpaper in the Home represents a fairly 
happy compromise between what was desired and what was 
available without undergoing prohibitive expensive repro- 
duction. Some of the wallpaper in Lincoln's bedroom ts re- 
puted to have survived intact since 1861. This paper was re- 
produced in 1930 and placed on the walls of the sitting room. 
Because it so closely resembles the wallpaper shown in the 
Leslie's sketch it has been retained there as well as in Lincoln's 
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bedroom, where a portion of the original is now tramed under 
glass. But bevond this one pattern there was nothing to use as 
a guide in the dangerous process of trying to project the tastes 
ofa personality ot the past. 

On April 23, 1849, John E. Roll, a local contractor, sub- 
mitted a bill to Lincoln tor $26.60 for plastering work, white- 
washing four ceilings and the kitchen, and filling up and plas- 
tering fireplaces and laving hearth. Lincoln paid part ot the 
bill by giving Roll six door sash—source unknown—and the 
rest in cash. It must have been at this time that the Lincolns 
abandoned the fireplaces and adopted the new cast-iron stoves 
coming into popular use, one of which is shown in the Les/ze' 
sketch of the front parlor. It may have been at this time too 
that the two north windows of the front parlor were removed, 
the openings filled in, and the shutters closed permanently. 
Perhaps these two windows permitted too much winter wind 
to enter the house, or perhaps Marv, like some modern apart- 
ment house dwellers, complained that there was too little 
wall space for her fine furniture. On March 30, 1850, Roll 
whitewashed two rooms for which he was paid two dollars on 
August 30. These mav have been the two upstairs rooms, 
which were probably used as bedrooms, In the resteration 
the white ceilings have been .retained evervwhere, but only 
the kitchen is completely whitewashed. Upstairs the maid’s 
room, the trunk room (now converted into the custodian’s ot- 
fice) and the back hall were probably whitewashed original- 
lv, but for practical maintenance reasons they have been re- 
done with an unobtrusive dark, small-patterned wallpaper. 

Source material on the Lincoln kitchen is verv meager, so 
it has been restored as a typical kitchen of the 1850's. The 
stove is a near duplicate of the Lincoln stove now in the Ford's 
Theatre Museum in Washington, D.C. There is a good sup- 
ply of equipment for making tea and coffee, since the Lin- 
colns purchased both in quantity from John Williams & Co., 
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J. Bunn & Co., and C. M. & S. Smith, Springheld merchants. 
At Corneau and Diller’s drug store the Lincolns bought such 
commodities as cream of tartar, vanilla, and brandy tor cook- 
ing and preserving. A glass lantern such as was purchased 
trom Williams & Co. on May 10, 1856 will hang from the 
ceiling of the kitchen and another on the porch. The kitchen 
must have been a busy place and a center of life tor the fam- 
ilv; it is unfortunate that only a tin rice steamer and an iron- 
stone sugar bow! and creamer are items actually owned by the 
Lincolns. 

For lighting the Lincolns must chiefly have used candles, 
tor they bought more than four pounds of Star candles trom 
C. M. & Smith every month during 1859. Thev had some 
lamps, bought from Irwin & Co. in 18-44, and the kitchen may 
have rendered enough animal fat for several Betty lamps tor 
use in the rear of the house. However, as vet no lamp has 
been found well authenticated as having belonged to the Lin- 
colns, and the Les/7e’s sketches show only girandole candelabra 
on the mantels. Therefore the Home is provided with candle 
stands and candelabra throughout, with one Betty lamp in the 
kitchen. 

In 1950 the National Society of the Colonial Dames ot 
America in the State of Illinois requested that they be permit- 
ted to undertake the restoration of Abraham and Mary Lin- 
coln’s bedrooms. Since that time the Historical Activities 
Committee of that society has worked in close co-operation 
with the historical staff of the Division of Parks and Me- 
morials not only in the furnishing of these bedrooms, which 
were their primary concern, but also in obtaining materials 
tor the remainder of the upstairs. As a result all major pieces 
of furniture are now in every room and only a few minor ac- 
cessories are yet wanting. 

Throughout the second floor there have been installed 
white muslin or lace curtains, held with antique tiebacks and 


. 
Be 
the 
ie 
4 
tt 
at 


2-| “WHAT A PLEASANT HOME” 


hung according to the very specific directions given in Ay [v- 
yelopedit of Domestic Economy, a book “comprising sub- 
jects connected with the interests of every individual,” by T. 
Webster and Mrs. Parkes, published in New York in 1849 by 
Harper and Brothers. It 1s a mine of information for the his 
torical restorer and in all cases was resorted to for the arrange- 
ment of furnishings throughout the house. All the beds, tor 
example, have been made up according to the illustrations and 
directions contained there. An extant sale bill to Samuel H. 
Melvin, Springfield druggist, signed “Feby 9th 1861 Recd 
payment A. Lincoln,” includes $26 tor one spring and mat- 
tress. The Lincolns must surely, then, have had the small 
coil springs and mattresses of the day rather than the old rope 
beds. Therefore all the beds have been so equipped. In ad- 
dition to the spring and mattress Dr. Melvin bought six chairs 
(probably the Empire fiddle backs from the parlor), a six- 
shelf whatnot, a wardrobe, a “Stand,” nine and a halt vards 
of stair carpet (from the front hall, surely), and four comftort- 
ers. He paid $82.25 for the entire lot. Using this intorma- 
tion from the sale bill, every bed has been given a comforter 
at its foot, with the maid having a particularly thick one since 
she inhabited the only unheated bedroom upstairs. It is the 
maid, also, who very pointedly has the ubiquitous bed-warmer 
hanging on her w all. 
In furnishing Lincoln's bedroom the Colonial Dames 
utilized information in the “Recollections of Judge Franklin 
Blades” in Abraham Lincoln by Some Men Who Knew Hin: 


[ once attended a reception by Mr. and Mrs. Lincoln at 
their old-fashioned residence in Springfield. The invitation 
[ received was in the handwriting of Mr. Lincoln. I have it 
yet. The guests were received in an informal and friendly 
manner by Mrs. Lincoln. On being ushered upstairs | found 
Mr. Lincoln and the Democratic State Auditor sitting 
on a high post bed, chatting with cach other, Mr. Lincoln 
particularly greeting all who came into the room. Mr. Lin- 
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coln was not then talked of for the presidency certainly not 
outside of his own Strate. 


This led to the conclusion that Lincoln used his bedroom 
for more than just sleeping; it has therefore been comfortably 
furnished with a desk and one of his favorite rockers in addi- 
tion to his own chest of drawers and other appropriate furni- 
ture, including a high tour-poster bed. 

Mrs. Lincoln’s bedroom, having a lower ceiling, has tur- 
niture not so tall as her husband’s; her mirrors also are hung 
lower than his because of her lesser height. In addition to 
her own chest of drawers, commode box, black haircloth 
rocker and two of her painted tancy Sheraton chairs, her bed- 
room has been equipped with such accouterments as a teapot 
and many books, which would make life easier for a lady who 
frequently took to her bed in malaise. 

In refurnishing the other three bedrooms much thought 
was given to what their daily use would have been. Tradition 
had described them as the “guest bedroom,” “Robert's bed- 
room” and the “maid’s room.” There is little record, how- 
ever, of the Lincolns’ having had many house guests: there- 
tore the so-called “guest bedroom” has, tor the present, been 
largely devoted to the two younger boys, Tad and Willie, 
who probably simply moved to other quarters when someone 
staved overnight. Boys’ toys trom the 1850's have been in- 
stalled in this south front bedroom, with the result that it has 
quite a happy and well lived-in look. Robert was permitted 
to retain his own room, being the eldest son, although atter 
July, 1859 he would have been in school at Phillips Exeter 
Academy and later at Harvard College most of the time. Very 
probably, while Robert was away, Tad and Willie took over 
his room, too. Down the back hall from Robert's bedroom 
was the trunk room, then filled with family odds and ends. 
There was little hesitation in giving over the trunk room to 
necessary administrative affairs, since it would rarely have been 


open even when the Lincolns lived there. 
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This condensed survey of the restoration work which 


culminated on February 12, 1955 with the opening of the en 


tire Lincoln Home to the public would be unjust without a 


knowledgment of the debt owed many score individuals for 


their generous assistance in furnishing the house. The Di- 


vision of Parks and Memorials and the National Society otf 


Colonial Dames believe today’s visitor to the Home will be 


impressed as favorably, were he to describe his impressions, as 


the visitor from the East who, in the Utea (N.Y.) Mornin: 
Herald of June 27, 1860, published “An Evening with Abra- 


ham Lincoln”: 


SPRINGFIELD, 
JuNeE 21, 1860 
[ had little dithiculty in finding the place of my des- 
tination. A modest-looking two story brown frame house, 
with the name “'A. Lincoln’’ on the door pirate, told me that 
my pilgrimage was ended. I was met at the door by a ser- 
vant, who ushered me into the parlor, and carried my note 
to Mr. Lincoln, who was upstairs. The house was neatly 
without being extravagantly furnished. An air of quiet re- 
finement pervaded the place. You would have known in- 
stantly that she who prestded over that modest household 
Was a truce type of the American lady. There were flowers 
upon the table; there were pictures upon the walls. The 
ornaments were few, but chastely appropriate; evervthing 
Was in its place, and ministered to the general effect. The 
hand of the domestic artist was evervwhere visible. The 
thought that involuntarily blossomed into speech was. 
“What a pleasant home Abe Lincoln has.”’ 
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‘JUDGE’’ ABRAHAM LINCOLN 


By HARRY E. 


N the summer of 1850 Lincoln's law partner William H. 
Herndon and a brilliant voung Springfield attorney, \Wil- 
liam I. Ferguson, learned on their way to court at Taylorville 
that Judge David Davis could not hold court there because 
of his wife’s illness. Ferguson conceived the idea of an- 


nouncing that he was authorized by the judge to hold court. 


Herndon related the incident some vears later: 


One lawver made a motion, and during the time it was 
being argued, some one behaved rather badlv. Young Fergu 
son said: “Mr. Clerk, tine Mr. one dollar for con- 
tempt of Court, in making too much noise and for keeping 
his hat on in the court-room.”’ The man walked up; paid 
his fine with some grumbling. Two or three fines in addi- 
tion were thus imposed. Probably four or five dollars were 
collected in this way. In about one or two hours, Ferguson 
rose up in the chair and said: ‘Mr. Clerk, Court’s adjourned. 
Let’s go and have a general frolic with the finc-monev —a 
big, old-fashioned spree.’ Then it was first discovered that 
It was a sham court. The people were wild in their fun, and 
those that paid the fines enjoved the joke more than all 
others.! 


Davis was first elected judge of the Eighth Judicial Dis- 
trict in 1848 and continued to occupy the position until Lin- 
coln appointed him to the Supreme Court of the United States 
in the fall of 1862. When he was called home occasionally 


William H. Herndon to Oscar T. Shuck, Springtield, IIL, March 20, 186° 
Shuck (ed.), Representative and Lea Me Pacit San Francisc 
pp. >-0-. 
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because of illness or tor other reasons was absent from court 
tor short periods, he tollowed a practice then common in IIli- 
nois circuit courts ot selecting an attorney to preside, with the 
consent of counsel, in his absence. In order to prevent re- 
versal on appeal the clerk’s official record would show the true 
judge as sitting and would not mention the substitution. Lin- 
coln is known to have presided for Davis during the judge’s 
absence at least seven times, Oliver L. Davis of Danville 
twice and Clifton H. Moore of Clinton once. Oliver Davis 
and Moore both had extensive practices in their own counties 
and both were deep students of the law. Oliver Davis, like 
Lincoln, was often called a lawver’s lawver. Lincoln pos- 
sessed the tact called tor by the unofficial character of the posi 
tion as well as rare judgment in exerc ising his authority. 
William H. Somers, clerk otf the ( hampaign County cit 
cuit court beginning in the spring of 1857, wrote: “Judge 
Davis trequently called Mr. Lincoln to take the Bench, while 
he went out for exercise. A courtesy, | dont remember of see- 
ing him extend to any other Attorney, of the twenty or more in 
attendance.” Henry Clay Whitney, an attorney in Cham- 
paign County (1855-1858), erroneously wrote a half-century 


later in his 0k Lincoln the 


} 


Judge Davis often delegated his judicial functions to 
others. | have known of his getting Moon Moore) of Clin 
ton to hold court for him in Bloomington for whole davs: 
Lincoln to hold an entire term, and frequently co sit for short 
times; and I even knew of Colonel Brvant of Indiana to hold 
court for him at Danville. All judgments rendered by these 
lawvers were voidable. Time has probably now cured them; 
it was hazardous business for them and the sheriff and suitors 
in their cases 

No proot tor the statement that Lincoln held an entire term 


has been found by this writer. nor is there proot ot Whitnev’'s 


William H. Somers to James R. B. Van Cleave. El Cajon, Calit., Dec. 7, 1908 
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Original in Illinois State Historica 
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statement that two cases heard by ‘Judge’ Lincoln were re- 
versed by the Supreme Court because he was on the bench. 

Lincoln’s desire that justice be done to all was recog- 
nized at New Salem where he acted as arbiter of cocktights, 
horse races and various torms of physical combat engaged in 
by the Clary’s Grove gang. Years later his tellow attorneys 
noted this same judicial spirit—the desire to act as arbitrator 
tor litigants, to conciliate and settle a dispute so as to leave the 
parties friends. Lincoln soon learned that a plaintiff could 
win a lawsuit and yet lose in time spent and by setting a whole 
neighborhood at loggerheads. Judge Davis recognized these 
qualities in Lincoln, and the good feeling of the bar toward 
him accounted tor Davis’ choice of Lincoln to sit on the bench 
tor him. 

A careful scrutiny of the available Judge's Dockets of the 
Eighth Circuit has up to now revealed entries in Lincoln's 
handwriting—sometimes only one abbreviated word—prov- 
ing that he served as judge on at least seven occasions in four 
difterent counties. He presided in the Sangamon Circuit 
Court at Springfield in three cases in November, 185-4 and on 
December 1, 1856; in Champaign County at Urbana, April 
22-24, 1856 and April 22, 1858; in Logan County at Lincoln, 
April 2, 1859; and in DeWitt County at Clinton in March and 
October, 1859. 

The original sheets from the Judge's Dockets in Sanga- 
mon, Logan and DeWitt counties have been transferred (with 
photostatic copies substituted) to the Illinois State Historical 
Library by the respective boards of supervisors. The Library 
has also obtained photostats of forty-two pages of Judge's 
Docket A of Champaign County with Judge” Lincoln's no- 
tations in 145 cases. In seventy-four cases Lincoln’s only no- 
tation is “Cont [inued }”’; in several others it reads ‘ Judgt. by 
default. Clerk assess damages.” 

Lincoln is said to have also helped out in Judge Davis’ 
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E. 


absence on one occasion in Tazewell County, but a search of 


the complete dockets (1848-1860) does not show any nota- 


tions in his hand. 


SANGAMON COUNTY 


The calt-bound ledger-size Judge's Docket for 1854. is 
the first volume in Sangamon to show other than the bold 
scrawl of Judge Davis on the right-hand page under the head- 
ing “Remarks.” It was here that the judge indicated what 


disposition was made of each case as it came up for trial. The 
lett-hand page carried the titles of the cases in the order of 
their tiling, along with the names of the attorneys emploved 


by the pi arties to each suit. The cases were not tried in the or- 


der in which they were filed and listed on the docket. 


Lincoln was “Judge” in three cases in the Sangamon 
Circuit Court either on Saturday, November 25, or on the 
tollowing Saturday, December 2, 1854. Davis had probably 
taken the Saturday afternoon train on the Alton Road to his 
wees in Bloomington. In Edward Clark v. Henry R. Clark 
ef al., a chancery case in which Stephen T. Logan appeared tor 
dae a tintift and Lincoln & Herndon for the defendants, Lin- 
coln wrote on the Judge's Docket “Defts. ruled to answer by 
the Ist of Feby next.” In James H. Haines 7. John George, 
for breach of contract, James C. Conkling appeared for the 


] 


plaintitt and the firm of John T. Stuart and Benjamin S$. Ed- 


wards for the defendant. “Judge” Lincoln entered on the 
docket: “Appearance of Haines entered by Mr. Conkling. 


Cont! inued }. on oath of Deft. at his costs.” 

In the assault and battery case of Henrv Perry v. Jesse 
Alexander, Lincoln acted as judge in a case in which the law 
firm of Lincoln & Herndon were the plaintitt’s attorneys. Lo- 
gan, attorney tor the defendant, manitested his confidence in 
his former law partner in consenting to this unusual procedure. 
“Pitt. ruled to file security 


Lincoln entered on the docket: 
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for costs. Trial by jury. Jury of eleven by agreement.” In 
Judge Davis’ bold hand underneath is written “Verdict for 
deft.” 

Scattered through the tall term of 1856 are notations in 
forty-five cases in Lincoln's hand. The longest and most pub- 
licized murder case in the early history of Sangamon County 
packed the courtroom from November 19 to 29. It was 
the first case reported by shorthand for the local newspaper, 
and the pages of the Dail) Ilinots State Journal were tilled 
with the details of the brutal murder of George Anderson as 
he stepped out of the privy in his back yard. The widow and 
a nephew, Theodore Anderson, were charged with the mur- 
der. A panel of 240 was examined in order to get a jury. At 
nine o'clock on Saturday night, November 29, the arguments 
were over; several hours later the jury brought in a verdict of 
“not guilty.” Judge Davis went home to Bloomington for a 
rest, leaving Lincoln, who had earned $50 as one of the four 
attorneys for Theodore Anderson, to preside over the court at 
the opening on Monday, December | 

On that day “Judge” Lincoln entered orders in forty-two 
cases—five for the people, ten in chancery and twenty-seven at 
common law. Two debt cases went by default and verdicts of 
$1,105.11 and $1,526.58 were brought in by jury of inquiry. 
Two men accused of selling whisky without a license had 

“Recognizance forfeited, & Scifre} Fafcias} ordered.” Maria 
House. indicted for murder, entered her ples tof not guilty, and 
Lincoln set the trial for the tollowing Monday. Six detault 
judgments were entered in chancery cases to foreclose mort- 
gages. In Curtis Hoppin v. Curtis J. Norton es al., in which 
Stuart & Edwards represented the plaintiff, Davis had granted 


the foreclosure. Lincoln wrote on the docket: “ On power of 
Atty. A. Lincoln enters appearance of Curtis J. Norton & con- 
sents to the decree herein.” A divorce was granted to Joseph 


Y. Wynn in an uncontested action. The petition ot the admin- 
istrators of Esther Gillmore to sell real estate that could not 
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“be divided without injury” was granted, and in Price 7. Irwin 
(an ejectment suit) the detendant was ruled to plead in twen- 
tv davs. 

Eleven of the twenty-seven common law cases were for 
breach of contract, in which agreement by counsel had been 
reached. Lincoln <i judgments ranging from $1.63 to 

$344, totaling $2,031. In Dalby and Radcliff 7. Chicago & 
Mississippi | | Alisa} Company, a jury was illed and 
a verdict rendered for the plaintitt for $1,500 and costs. When 
Judge Davis returned he noted below Lincoln's docket entry. . 
“Enter Jugt. of Tuesday 3d week. Stav Execution for 6 mos.” 
Two slander cases were dismissed by Lincoln; in four others he 
set dates for trial or granted leave to the plaintiffs to amend 
their declarations. In the single divorce case Lincoln granted 
the petitioner a decree. 

The Sangamon County courthouse in which Lincoln served 
as judge was a two-story brick building on the southeast corner 
of Sixth and Washington streets, fronting westward on Cap- 
itol Square. Ina three-story brick building directly opposite 
on the west side of the square one climbed a stairway to the 
second floor, then went down the hall to Lincoln & Herndon’s 
two-room law office at the rear. 

The courthouse, erected in 1845, was a rectangular build- 
ing of Grecian-stvle architecture, with pilasters on the sides 


and a portico in front supported by six Ionic columns. The 


circuit courtroom, which occupied the second floor, was about 
fifty fect long, forty wide and twenty high. The furnishings 
noted by a visitor in 1866 could have changed little in the ten 
vears since Lincoln presided: 

At the west end of the room) are the judge's bench and 
bar, occupying about one third of the room, and separated 
from the remaining area by a wooden paling about two and 


a half feet in height. 
Within the bar are plain, well whittled pine desks, with 
common wooden chairs. Outside of the bar the room ts fur- 
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nished with long pine benches with backs. These were once 
painted, but now, in keeping with the whole place, they 
bear abundant marks of the use of the knife. 


CHAMPAIGN COUNTY 


Lincoln and leading Republican politicians including 
Judge Davis, Norman B. Judd, Charles H. Ray, Ozias M. 
Hatch and John M. Palmer attended as observers the state 
conventions of the Douglas and Buchanan factions of the Dem- 
ocratic Party in Springfield on Wednesday, April 21, 1857. 
Lincoln lett early the next morning on the Great Western train 
for Tolono, changing there to the Ilinois Central for Urbana, 
where he held court for Judge Davis the remainder of the 
week. The Eighth Judicial Circuit had been gradually re- 
duced from its high point of fifteen counties, until in 1857 on- 
ly Logan, McLean, DeWitt, Vermilion and Champaign re- 
mained. Lincoln left the Sangamon County business to his 
partner Herndon, as the Sangamon and Champaign courts met 
this term at the same time. 

In the fine old leather-bound Champaign County Circuit 
Judge’s Docket A “Judge” Lincoln's entries appear on forty- 
two pages. There are notations 1n his handwriting in seventy- 
six of the 108 chancery cases and in sixty-two of the 135 com- 
mon law cases on the docket for the term. 

In Benjamin Argo 7. John Trummell, an appeal from a 
justice of the peace, Lincoln’s entry reads: “Judgt. as per 
agreef men |t on file—tfor $20. & plff pay costs.” He granted 
Ophelia Baldwin a divorce from her husband William. In 
Jeremiah Baltzell e¢ a/. v. William W. Foos, a petition for a 
mechanic’s lien, Lincoln's entry reads: 

Defendant Foos. served with process—called and de- 
faulted—Proof of Pub lication|—& other defendants de- 

* Article by Edwin S. Walker (clipping from unidentified newspaper dated 


Feb. 19, 1867). Biographical sketch of Walker in Journal of the Illinois State His- 
torical Society (Oct. 1912), 427-29. 
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faulted except R R Co. who have answered. Upon proof, 
Decree for Compl ainan'ts. against Foos $230.60 & costs 
and for sale of Deft. Foos’ interest in the premises, reserving 
the rights of [linois Central Railroad Company & all other 
partics. 


“Judge” Lincoln granted Charles Brewer's petition to 
sell real estate as follows: 


Order for guardian to sell real estate, on credit of one 
& two years, with ten per cent, except costs and charges 
which are to be in advance. Guardian to give such security 
as Probate Court may require & to reinvest proceeds, for 
wards, in land in Coles County. 


Lincoln's original entry in L. D. Chadden v. J. D. Beasley 
et ul. was cut from the docket (replaced by a copy) and sent 
on May 23, 1865 to Chicago to be sold at the North Western 
Sanitary Fair. Henry C. Whitney published a copy in Life on 
the Circuit with Lincoln (1892) and related the story. The 


twenty-one defendants had signed a note to enable L. G. Chase 
to begin publication of The Spirit of the Agricultural Press at 
West Urbana (now Champaign). Chase sold the note to 
Chadden who, by his attorneys McKinley & Jones, now sought 
to collect. On the last day of the term, Saturday, April 24, 
1858, defense attorneys Whitney, James W. and William D. 
Somers, William N. Coler, Joseph W. Sim and J. C. Sheldon 
tried in every way to get the case continued. Instead of ad- 
journing court in the afternoon, Lincoln held an evening ses- 
sion by candlelight, and at eight o'clock rendered judgment for 
the plaintiff, expressing his disgust for tw enty-one men trying 
to evade a legal obligation by twaddle over “no moral obliga- 
tion” by this “singular entry” in the docket: 

Plea in abatement by B. Z. Green a defendant not served 
filed Saturday at 11 o'clock a.m. April 24th 1858. Stricken 
from the files by order of the Court. Dem urrer]. to the 
declaration if there ever was one overruled 

Defendants who are served, now at 8 o'clock p.m. of 
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the last day of the term ask to plead to the merits which ts 
denied by the Court on the ground that the offer comes too 
late, And therefore as by Nil Dicet judgment is rendered for 
the PIff. against the defend: ants who are served with process. 
Clerk Assess dam: LgES. 


Circuit Clerk Somers recalled the case with this comment: 


It was on an occasion Itke this when Mr. Lincoln was 
presiding, that I heard an amusing colloquy between two 
opposing attorneys, as to whether a demurrer had been tiled 
in a certain case, that is perhaps worth relating, as showing 
Mr. Lincoln's good diplomacy in settling disputes under 
embarrassing circumstances. 

The case was called up for argument, but it was never 
argued nor even presented altho the attorney stoutly in- 
sisted that he had handed it to the clerk within the pre- 
scribed time, but it could not be found. The dispute grew 
quite warm, so much so, in fact, that Mr. aap asked the 
Attorney to state the grounds of his demurrer. As he did so, 
Mr. Lincoln became convinced that it was erposed for 
delay only, whereupon he promptly on the trial 
docket, this unique ruling: 

‘“Demurrer overruled if there ever was any.’ 


Herndon in his biography of Lincoln adds this comment: 


The lawyer who reads this singular entry will ap pre- 
Clate its oddity if no one else does. After making it one of 
the lawvers, on recovering from) his astonishment, ven- 
tured to inquire, “Well, Lincoln, how can we get this case 
up again?” hes eved him guizzically a moment, and 
then answered, “You have all been so mighty smart about 
this case you can find out how to take it up again your- 
selves.’’* 

Lincoln’s name appears as an attorney less than a dozen 
times on the docket at this term. However, many cases carry 


Copy substituted for original in Judge’s Docket 
* Somers to Van Cleave, Dec. 7, 1908. 
7 William H. Herndon and Jesse W. Weik, Herndon's 
New York, 1930, p. 283. 
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only the name of the local attorney with whom he was associ- 
ated. Of the twenty-eight lawyers in attendance about half 
were from out of town, but most of the business went to the 
local attorneys—Whitney, the Somers brothers, McKinley & 


Jones, and Coler, Sim & Sheldon. 


LOGAN COUNTY 


Dr. J. H. Beidler recalled that Lincoln presided over the 
Logan Circuit Court for a time at the September term, 1857, 


which was held in the Christian Church in Lincoln because the 
courthouse had burned on April 15. Lincoln was in Chicago 
throughout September, however, busy mainly with Hurd ¢. 
Rock Island Bridge Company (the Eff7e Afton case), and 


Beidler apparent] contused this occasion with Saturday. April 
2, 1859, when Lincoln did preside in the citv named for him. 


John Lacey was tined $5 for riot and Frederick Gros- 


bernt $50 for selling liquor without a license. “Judge” Lin- 


coln granted a divorce to Sherman P. Herrington on the 


ground that Hepsiba Ann had deserted him tor a period of two 


vears: ‘two vears absence without reasonable cause fully made 


out. Divorce decreed.” One case tor toreclosure of a chattel 


mortgage was stricken from the docket, a bill to assign dower 


Was approy ed, and Lynn McNultv Greene, an old triend of 


Lincoln's New Salem days, was granted a decree of foreclosure 


against the estate ot Isaac Huttman, deceased. 


Lincoln entered formal orders in twenty-six common law 


cases in Logan County. He dismissed two of three appeals 


from justices of the peace for want of “a true & full tran- 
script,” and in the third found that the justice had no jurisdic- 
tion over the defendant. Six cases were dismissed and two 


continued; in seven, judgment was granted by default and the 


clerk directed to assess damages; in four cases involving un- 
paid notes Lincoln found the plaintiffs entitled to the mone 


plus interest and costs, and in tive others leave was given to 
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amend the declaration, withdraw papers, or set aside Judge 
Davis’ ‘Rule to plead by Friday,” because no declaration had 
been filed. Three Logan County attorneys—Lionel P. Lacy, 
Samuel C. Parks and William H. Young—handled most of 
the thirty-three cases. 


DEWITT COUNTY 


Judge Davis found 1,148 common law cases on the docket 
when he opened the spring term of the DeWitt Circuit Court 
at Clinton on March 7, 1858. Lincoln, busy the first week of 
the term with several cases, presided over the court for part 
of Monday of the second week. In twenty cases, three men 
were fined $10 and costs each for gambling; William H. Cun- 
diff was granted a divorce from Rebecca A. Cundiff; by con- 
sent of the parties in open geen the plaintiff in Adkinson 1’. 
Nagley ef a/. was awarded $2,100 and costs; six suits were dis- 
missed and seven continued; Ww illiam G. Young was awarded 
$70 for a plastering job for Lewis Cary; and in the only jury 
trial a verdict for $213 was awarded in the ejectment suit 
of Walker +. Hubble. The attorneys whose names appear 
oftener on the docket than any others are John M. Palmer of 
Carlinville, Lawrence Weldon of Bloomington and Clifton H. 
Moore of Clinton. 

Lincoln again acted as judge in Clinton tor a short time 
during the October, 1859 term, writing several entries under 
“Judge's Remarks” in the Judge’s Docket. Four forgery cases 
were continued on the affidavit of the defendant, “he appear- 
ing and entering the plea of not guilty.” George Gregory 


plead guilty of “wilful mischief” for which he was fined $5. 
In The People 7. William S. Todd, indicted tor “assault with 
intent,” “Judge” Lincoln made the following entry: 


Trial by jury, on application of States Attorney, in ab- 
sence of defendant and no counsel appearing for him Ver- 
dict of guilty. Motion for new trial by counsel, in absence of 


39 


HARRY PRATI 


defendant, overruled by the court -and defendant tined $100 
excepted and to stand committed tll tine & costs are paid, 
or replevied. Motion in arrest of judgment by counsel, 1 
absence of defendant overruled. Deft. being called & not 
appearing, his bail was called & not appearing, his Recognt- 
zance is declared forfeited. 

Several of Lincoln's entries in nine assumpsit cases indt- 
cate that he presided for a time on Wednesday, October 12 
and Friday, October 1-4, near the close of the two-weck term. 
He wrote on the docket in Rutus Mills 7. Bentley Mills 
“Leave to plead in Sixty days from this 12 Oct. 1859,” and a 
similar entry on October 14 in Asa Swaggard v. William H. 
DeBoice. Two of these suits were dismissed and the others 
ruled to plead later. In Orrin W. Webster's petition tor a me- 
chanic’s lien the jury found for the complainant in the amount 
of $50.633;.. In the chancery cases which Lincoln heard, he 
granted a divorce to Rebecca Chalmer and two toreclosures by 
default of the defendants. In Hubbard ef Wilson Allen, 
an cjectment case, the principal plaintiff was Gurdon Salton- 
stall Hubbard, the old Indian trader and member of the legis- 
lature, but now a Chicago businessman. Lincoln’s entry in this 
case was “'Plts. file Declaration & notice and proot of service. 
Deft. ruled to plead in Twenty days.” In all there are entries 
w= “Judge” Lincoln in twenty-five cases at the October term. 

The practice of submitting cases, in the absence of the 
Judge, to an attorney agreed upon was in vogue in IIlinois un- 
til 1877, when the Supreme Court put an end to the practice in 
v. The People (S84 479). Judge Thomas 

*, Tipton was employed in other official duties in the McLean 
ek courthouse, and by consent of counsel, two lawvers 
successively occupied the bench during the argument. Joseph 
W’. Fifer, the state’s attorney, asked for the death penalty and 
got it. The Supreme Court reversed the decision, holding that 
“the parties are entitled to have the judge present, and he can 
not, even by consent of parties, be elsewhere emploved.” 
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TAD LINCOLN AND GUSTAV E. GUMPERT 


Lincoln's youngest son and his friend posed for this picture 
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TAD LINCOLN AND GUS GUMPERT 


By GUSTAV GUMPERT 


T*: LINCOLN v was nearly eight when his father became 

President. A “'tag-a- bout” boy, he preferred his fath- 
company to except his ten-year-old brother Wil- 
lic’s. His first vear in the White House was a joyous one 


tilled with dogs, ponies, goats, soldiers, army camps, Bud and 


Holly Taft tor new pl ivmates, and with only short interrup- 
tions from tutors. Tad is described by his mother’s cousin 
Elizabeth Todd Grimsley, who nursed him through the meas- 
les in the late spring of 1861, as “a gay, gladsome, merry, spon- 
tancous tellow, bubbling over with innocent fun, whose laugh 
rang through the house, when not moved to tears.” 

Willie’s death on February 20, 1862, and Tad’s serious 
illness brought a new world into existence. A new tenderness 
and understanding arose between the father and his impetu- 
ous, highly emotional son. The irrepressible youngster re- 
lieved the tension in the White House through the remainder 
ot the war: only when he was playing “Indian” or “horse” or 
“bear” with Tad did the President seem happy atter Willie's 
death. Beset bv the cares of office, however, Lincoln found 


Elizabeth Todd Grimsley. “Six Months in the White House Journal of t Ls 
State Historical Socrety. Vol. XTX (Oct., Jan., 19 18-49 
Gumpert 18 a eréat-2rani fhe Gusta Gris pert 
Public Health, City of Philadelphia. and editor of Public Healt 
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less and less time to spend with his son. To fill this void the 
boy developed a strong friendship with two young men, Gus- 
tav E. Gumpert and Thomas W. Sweney, both of Philadelphia. 

Gustav Edward Gumpert, born in Bernburg, Germany on 
June 5, 1835, was the eldest son of Walter H. and Fanny Gum- 
pert. The father, a wine and wool merchant, apprenticed 
Gustav to a fellow trader in Stettin to learn the business. After 
two years of “accounting himself well” he returned home and, 
having been exempted trom military service, accompanied his 
parents, two sisters and two brothers to America in 1856. With- 
in a few months Walter Gumpert founded a cigar business 
which, within less than ten years, virtually dominated the to- 
bacco industry of the nation. On his death in 1861, Gustav 
and his brothers Richard T. and Albert F. formed a partnership 
which prospered and in a few years had several factories in 
Pennsylvania. 

Gustav became acquainted with the Lincolns early in the 
Civil War, and as his friendship with Tad developed the Lin- 
colns were invited to Philadelphia. When Mrs. Lincoln and 
Tad visited the city on several occasions in 1863-1864, stopping 
at the Continental Hotel, they were entertained by “Gus” 
Gumpert, as Tad called his friend. Mrs. Lincoln telegraphed 
on November 26, 1862 to “Augustus” Gumpert, Barnum’s 
Hotel, Baltimore: “Please bring Tad home immediately — he 
can come on Tom Cross’s car.” 

Tad himself wired on October 4, 1863: “Gus I want to 
know about that box you was to send me. Please let me know 
right away if you Please. Col Thomas Lincoln.” ~The youth- 
ful colonel was equally imperious in tone in two telegrams to 
Sweney in 1864, wiring on February 6, “Come on as soon as 
possibly Answer right away’ and on May 9, implying 
Sweney’s promise to pay for a pony, “I have found a pony to 


Carnegie Book Shop Catalog No 185, Jan. 1954, Item 251 
Original in Illinois State Historical Library. 
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THE STORE WHERE TAD LINCOLN PLAYED 


Gumpert Bros. cigar store at 134] Chestnut Street, Philadelp! ia. | 


decorations were evidently for the Centennial Exposition of 1876 


suit me. Please theretore, come on this evening so that vou 
may be able to see him tomorrow.” 

On Tad’s visits to Philadelphia he enjoved the run of the 
Gumpert Brothers store at 13.41 Chestnut Street. Sometimes, 
to the annovance of Albert and Richard Gumpert, the Pres1- 
dent’s son opened the cash drawer and scattered its contents. 
On more than one occasion he rode a pony into the store. 
frightening off the customers. 

Tad, like his father, had problems he could not solve. On 
October 6, 1864 he addressed a note to “Dear Gumpert: | 
send Thomas Cross to see vou about the Carriage Bill. It was 
sent to me Aand | ant got any money to pay the man with. 


Ibid. This telegram is in the handwriting of the telegraph operator and prob 
ably phrased by him 
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And Oblidge Thomas Lincoln Yr Friend Tad." Such re- 
quests were a small price to pay for the friendship ot Tad and 
his doting parents. The President expressed his appreciation 
in gifts to Gus of an amethyst ring, set in gold, and a pair of 
cuff links bearing his initials in old English script. 

Tad’s telegram to Sweney of April 25, 1865, ten days atter 
his father’s death, portrays his existing friendship tor both 
men. It read: “please send me that new suit of Black to fit 
me in one size larger than that Gus given me & oblige T. Lin- 
coln.” 

Sweney had been appointed by Lincoln as assessor of in- 
ternal revenue tor the Second District of Pennsylvania, with 
oftices at 1226 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. Mrs. Lincoln 
wrote on December 20, 1864: “The President has sent his 
recommendations to Mr. Fessenden, concerning the appoint- 
ment of Mr. Gumpert as SPEC ial agent. Mr. Gumpert savs thes 


are filed. If vou would assist Mr. G. in obtaining such a Posi- 


tion, vou would conter an especial favor upon me. | would 


be very much obliged to vou, as I have desired Mr. Gumpert 
to obtain such a place.” After two vears of travel in the South- 
West as a spec ial Treasury agent, Gumpert became revenue col- 
lector for the port of Philadelphia. 

He wrote and published several patriotic ballads, the best 
known of which were “The Dving Volunteer” and “Our 
Country's Flag.” He married Marv Mills on June 15, 1865, 
and died in 1883 at the age of forty-eight, after a lingering ill 


ness caused by tuberculosis. 


Original owned by Dr. Charles W’. Olsen, Chicaxx 
These are now owned by Richard T. Gumpert. Balrin 
Original in Ill. State Hist. Lil 
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MARY LINCOLN WRITES 
TO NOAH BROOKS 


By FRANCIS WHITING HATCH 


MONG the small group of men who were on intimate 
A terms with the Lincolns during the Civil War davs was 
Noah Brooks (1830-1903). Born in Castine, Maine, he stud- 
ied art in Boston and then dritted into journalism. While 
writing tor the Dixon (Illinois) Telegraph, he met Lincoln 
at Dixon during the Frémont campaign of 1856 and their 
friendship continued through the Lincoln-Douglas debates. 
In 1859 Brooks went to Marvsville, California, and did not 
sce Lincoln again until the latter part of 1802 when he arrived 
in Washington as the correspondent of the Sacramento (Cah 
fornia) Union. Their comradeship was quickly renewed and 
ripened into intimacy. 

Mrs. Lincoln also was fond of this atfable writer with the 
merry twinkle in his eve, and enjoved his company inthe 
White House. She and Dr. Anson G. Henry, an old Spring- 
field triend whom Lincoln had appointed surveyor general of 
Washington Territory, suggested that Brooks replace John 
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G. Nicolay as private secretary to the President. The arrange- 
ments were completed, but Lincoln was assassinated before 
Brooks could assume his duties. Instead, he received the ap- 
pointment of naval officer in charge of the port of San Fran- 
cisco and sailed from New York with Dr. Henry on July 

Mary Lincoln and Noah Brooks maintained their triend- 


ship by correspondence. Two ot her letters were preserved 


by George H. Witherle, a boyhood friend of Brooks in Cas- 
tine, then by Miss ‘a Witherle who left them to Miss Anna 
Kate Witherle. Upon the latter's death they were acquired 
trom her estate by the author. Brooks’ replies have not been 
located. 

The first letter is written on mourning stationery with a 
matching envelope, postmarked Chicago, December 18, and 
addressed to “Noah Brooks, Esqr | Naval Officer of the port 
San Francisco Cal.” 


Cuicaco. Dec 1865. 
Brooks Esgr. 

My DEAR SIR: 

Several weeks have clapsed since vour last letter, was 
received —and I thank you kindly, for vour friends ship, & 
sympathy for us, in our overwhelming bereavement. How 
inscrutable are the ways of Providence! So soon, after our 
terrible calamity, poor Dr H.! who so freely sorrowed with 
us, should be sa unexpectedly called to rejoin, his great & 
good friend,* who, had just | “passed before.”’ Such ts life & 
the shorter the race, the happier, for some, of a 

I hope some person, will be appointed, in the place, of 
“Frank Hen rjy,’* a loval man, who will be required to 


Dr. Anson G. Henry drowned on July 30, 1865, when the steamer Brothe 
Jonathan sank near St. George's Point oft the California coast. See Harry E. Prater, 
Dr. Anson G. Henry: Lincoln's Physician and Friend,” Lincoln Herald, XLV (Oct.- 
Dec., 1943), 3-17, 31-40 

Abraham Lincoln. 

Francis Henry, evidently a close relative, was a clerk in the ottice of the sur- 
veyor general of Washington Territory with a salary of $1,200 (U.S. Official Register 


1865, 129). Dr. Henry had been surveyor general since 1861 
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share, the small profits, of the office with his poor, afflicted 
Widow. For, without doubt, she requires, sach assistance. 4 
I received, the sum of $400, in gold from the gentle- 
man, you mentioned, which | acknowledged In writing. 
Have you ever heard, any thing about it? You spoke, of 
sending, the other amount, of over $2,000 in gold—-in No- 
vember-—as it has not yet arrived, | presume there bias been 
some detention.’ I scarcely think Congress, will give us 
more than the first year's salary.© Genl. Grant, has been 
recently presented, with his third magnificent mansion, 
within the last eighteen months, the last one, one of the 
Dougla_s|’s houses.’ All this, is strange inconsistency. My 
little Taddic,> is very much indisposed, with a bad cold 
and I write you, in great haste. My husband, was so earnest 
i friend of yours, that we will always remember you, with 
ee kindest teclings & will always, be pleased to hear from 
vou. 
YOUR FRIEND TRULY 
Mary LINCOLN. 


The second of these letters has been printed previously 
but was poorly edited.’ Like the first, it has a black border, 
but the envelope is plain white. It was postmarked at Chi- 
cago on May 1-4, 1866, and simply addressed ‘Noah Brooks, 


had previously aided Mrs. A. G. Henry financially while her 
sband was away. A. G. Henry to his wite, Steamship (¢ titution, Jan. 16, 186[5}, 
riginal letter in II]. State Hist. Lil 


Noah Brooks evidently collected money for Mrs. Lincoln from political friends 


rancis Henry 


t her husband. The recipients of Mrs. Lincoln's letters are unknown 

An act ot Congress, approved Dec 1, 1865, gave her $25,000—one year's 
salary—less taxes and the amount already paid to Lincoln before his death, leaving 
a net payment of $22,025.34. In 1870 she was granted a yearly pension of $3,000, 
which was increased to $5,000 on Feb. 2, 1882, tive months before her death. 
U.S. Statutes at Large, XIV: 577, XVI: 653, XXII: 647; Harry E. Pratt, The Per 

al Finances of Abraham Lincoln (Springtield, Ill., 1943), 184 

Ulysses S$. Grant was presented a house in Galena, Ill.; the Union League Club 
gave Mrs. Grant a residence in Philadelphia; and the general purchased a home in 
Washington, D.C., early in November, 1865 “on excellent terms.” It had formerly 
by John C. Breckinridge, not Stephen A. Douglas, although it was 
located just two doors trom the Douglas mansion. New York then raised $100,000 
and paid for his Ww neliiad ton place. William B. Hesseltine, U/ysses S. Grant: Politi 
cla New York, 1935), 56, 57, 59 

~ Thomas Lincoln (1853-1871 

Noah Brooks, “Lincoln, Chase, and Grant,” The Century Magazine. XLIX 
Feb., 1895), 612; Washington in Lincoln's Time (New York, 1895), 124: Carl 
Sandburg and Paul M. Angle, Mary Lincoln: Wife and Widow (New York, 1932 
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Esq San Francisco ¢ alitornia.’ Unlike the earlier one, 
itis tranked: “Free—Mary Lincoln.” An act approved 
February 10, 1866, stated that “all letters and packets carried 
by post, to and from Mary Lincoln, w idow of the late Abraham 


Lincoln, be conveved tree of postage during her natural 
lite.” When the statutes of the Post Office Department 
were revised on June 8, 1872, a special section tor her benetit 
made “all mail-matter to and from Mary Lincoln” free of 
postage. This granting of the tranking privilege to Mrs. 
Lincoln was not unique; it had been granted to the widows ot 
Presidents Washington, Madison, Harrison, John Quincy 
Adams, Taylor and Polk.’ This second letter reads: 


Cuicaco, May 11Tu. | 18/66 
Noau Brooks, Esa 

My DEAR SIR: 

A few davs since I received a very sad letter, from poor 
Mrs Anson G.. Henry--in which she vividly portrays her 
great desolation and dependence upon others, for every 
earthly comfort. | am induced to enclose you the N: 
Claims & also a petroleum claim, hoping vou may be able t 
secure a purch: iser for them, in which case, | will most oe: 
fully, give Mrs Henry, some of the proceeds. Tam aware. 
that | am taxing vour kindness very greatly, vet the re- 
membrance of your great esteein, for my beloved husband 
& Dr Henry, would excuse the intrusion upon you. | wish 
you were not, so far removed from us —trve fricnds, in thes: 
overwhelming davs of affliction, I tind to be verv rare. I 
find mysclf clinging more tenderly, to the memory, of those, 
who if zot so remote, would be more friendly. I hope, vou 
will be able to visit Mrs Henry. the coming summer. I some- 
times, in my wildness & grief, am tempted to believe, that 
it is some ferrshle terrthle dream, and that my idolized hus- 
band—-will return to me. Poor Dr Henry, he, who wept so 
truly & freely with us. in our great misfortune, how, soon 
he, was called to join the beloved one, who had so recently 
‘gone before.”’ In my great sorrow, how often I have praved 


U.S. Statutes at Large, XIV: 3. 
Ihid., XVII: 307. 
10: 19: Ve 107, 461; IX 
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for death to end, my great misery. My sons are well & a 
great comtort to me. | have another and the rzght Nevada 
Claim) with instead of upon it, which 
I wall send vou, in the event of vour being able to dispos: 
of Robert.'? & Taddic, remember vou, verv kindly. | 
hope vou will write to us, more frequently. [am well aware 
of the deep sympathy, vou feel for us and the great atfec 
tion & contidence, mv husband, cherished for vou, draws 
vou, very near tous. With apologies, for troubling vou, as 
[am now doing, | remain, alwavs 
SINCERELY, YOUR FRIEND 

Mary Lincern 


Enclosed with this letter were three stock certiticates 
which Brooks was unable to sell. As a result, they remained 
with his papers. “IT may as well explain,” he wrote, ‘that the 
‘claims’ reterred toin Mrs. Lincoln’s letter were certain shares 
ot ‘wild-cat’ stock, sent to her in her davs ot prosperity, and 
Which the poor lady thought might be sold for a small sum.” 
As early as July, 1865, Mrs. Lincoln. imagining herself to be 
nearly destitute, had contemplated sending the stock to Brooks. 
However, she changed her mind. “I thought it best,” she ex- 
plained, ‘not to send, tor the present, those claims to Mr 
Brooks. Some months later, perhaps, it would be better. 
Anything, «e do is seized on. An especial way, of ‘being cared 
tor, by the American people.’ | 

Where she received her mining stock 1s unknown; even 
more intriguing is the name | Frances T. Lincoln” written on 
the “Nevada Claims.” This might indicate that Marv Lincoln 
did not wish the company records to list her as a stockholder 
while her husband was President. One ot the certificates was 
issued by the Empress Eugenie Gold and Silver Mining Com- 
pany on November 3, 1864, to the amount of twenty-five 
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Mary Lincoln to Anson G. Henry, Chicago, July 1 865. origina 
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shares, each share being worth $1,000. The other stock cer- 
titicate bears the name of the Indian Queen Mining Company 
and was issued on the same day as the first. It represented 
twenty shares of the capital stock, each worth $500. Al- 
though their face value was $35,000, Brooks could not find a 
buyer and forgot the matter until 
more than a vear later when the 
Territorial Enter prise { Virginia 
City, Nevada! took Mrs. Lin- 
coln to task for stock specula- 
tion. 

“We are not aware,’ 
Brooks, then editor of the A/r.: 
California, replied, “that any 
White House lobbving was ever 
performed in consideration of 
these shares having been sent to 
Mrs. Lincoln, but do know that 


they have been lving in this city 
NOAH BROOKS (ca. 1872) for a vear or two...” He had 
sought without success “for some financier who could give 
any accurate information as to what particular portion ot 
the land of sage-brush and wildcats was the fortunate region 
where the ‘Indian Queen’ and ‘Empress Eugenie’ are located.” 
He also chided the carping editor by saving that he would 
turn “over to the lucky bidder at a very liberal discount 
from its par valuation” the stock which was thought to be so 
valuable." 
The third stock certificate sent to Brooks was drawn on 
the First National Petroleum Company in the amount of five 
This stock certificate is No. 67; the company was located at Virginia City, 


Nevada. It had been incorporated in October 1863, and listed its capital stock at 
1.800. shares 

~ This certiticate is No. 81. This company, also of Virginia City, was inc 
porated in 1864 and listed its capital stock as S00 shares 

‘Alta California {San Francisco}, Nov. 2, 1867. In his account, obviously 
written from memory without consulting the certiticates, Brooks confused the number 
of shares held in each company 
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hundred shares at five dollars each. The company purported 
to own land in Tulare County, California, and the certificate 
was issued from San Francisco on April 13, 1865 ~~ to Caleb 
Lyon. President Lincoln had wished to give Lyon the consul- 
ship at Havana in 1863, but he was not appointed, On 
February 2, 1864, Lincoln named him governor of Idaho Ter- 
ritory, and this appointment was confirmed by the Senate on 
February 26. Lyon had served as congressman from New 
York trom 1853 to 1855. He endorsed the certificate: “I 
hereby assign the within stock to Mfary! Lincoln Caleb Lvon 
by orderly ¢ hicago Ill Oct Sth 1865." Since the governor- 
ship ot Idaho Territory paid the meager salary of $2,500 per 
vear,~ and the stock was not transferred to Mrs. Lincoln until 
six months after her husband's death, there was no attempted 
bribery involved. After Lincoln's assassination funds were 
raised by members of the Republican Party for the reliet of 
Mrs. Lincoln. Out of kindness Lyon may have responded to 
such an appeal, perhaps realizing that his stock was overvalued 
or worthless. Brooks was not able to dispose ot the petroleum 


claim. 
he certiticate was No. 17S The company had been incorporated on March 
Sv) and Iiste ts ca ta STOCK ( 
The Collected Works of Abraham Lini Abraham Lincoln Association ed., 
New Brunswick, N.J.. 1953), VI 
lhid.. Vil: 166 
U.S. Offici 15 
‘For data 1 indebted to Wayne C. Temple, Curator of 
Ethnohistory in useum, Springteld, Illinois, who is writing a 
biography Brow 
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LINCOLN AT BRADY’S GALLERY 
EDITED By CARL HAVERLIN 


NE of the finest evewitness accounts of Abraham Lin- 
(> coln in a photographic studio is that given by John L. 
Cunningham in Three Years with the Adirondack Regiment. 
C unningh. im, at the age of twenty-two, enrolled as first licu- 
tenant in the 118th New York Volunteer Int antry at Platts 
burg on August 20, 1862 and was mustered out as major on 
June 13, 1865 in Richmond, Virginia. Upon his return to 
private lite he practiced law tor a short time before joining the 
Glens Falls Insurance Company, which he served as secretary 
for twenty-three years and president for twenty-two. 

On February 12, 1863, the 118th New York was assigned 
to provost duty in Washington and moved from Fort Ethan 
Allen across the Potomac and above the city, to Camp Adiron- 
dack north of the capital and near Findley Hospital. Lieuten- 
ant Cunningham was detailed to special duty at the Old Capi- 
tol Prison and put in charge of the prison guard. During this 
period Congressman-elect Orlando Kellogg from the regi- 


OO 


Three Years utth the Adu ack Regiment, 118th Neu York Volant | 
From the Dia and Other Memoranda of J iy Prince 
private circulation, wood, Mass., 1920 


Carl Haverlin 1s pre ident of Broadcast Music. Inc.. New Y 


City. In addition to music his mterests are Lincoln and the C1vi 
War pertod. He ts a trustee of Lincoln Memortal University, Har 
rogate, Tennessee. and the author of a radio network series “The 
Abe Lincoln Story” (with Harry Bedford-Jones). He also wrote an 
article about Carl Sandburg, “He Heard America Sing.” for t 


Wonter, 1952 issue of this Journal. 
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ment’s district came to Washington on official business and 
while there visited Camp Adirondack and tented with Cun- 
ningham. <A few davs later Kellogg, who had served with 
Lincoln in the Thirtieth Congress, proposed that he and Cun 


ningham make a call on the President. Cunningham savs of 
this visit: 


We found several waiting to sce the President; but Mr 
Kellogg sent in his card and soon Mr. Kellogg's name was 
called. He followed the usher and [ ‘‘toddled after.” 

Mr. Lincoln was sitting, his back towards the door 
with one leg upon his desk, or table, his trouser-leg halfway 
down to his knee. I first noticed his foot which sccmed very 
large as it pointed up from the table. He partly turned his 
head when Mr. Kellogg was announced and reaching hts 
right hand backward over his Icft shoulder took Mr. Kel 
logg’s hand. saving. dear friend, Lam glad to see vou 


Take a chair.”” He dropped his leg and arose. still holding 
Mr. Kelloge’s hand. | was introduced, when he remarked 
to Mr. Kellogg: ‘‘Lam glad to sce that vou know the kind 


of company to keep. | hardly feel respectable these davs 1t 
[ haven't a soldicr for a companion. Citizen's dress doesn't 
amount to much nowadays. Is this one of vour constituents? 

“Yes. replicd Mr. Kellogg, introducing me, “his regi- 
ment was wholly raised in my district -thev are all my 

[ expressed my gratification at mecting my Commander 
in-Chicf and said to him that we called Mr. Kellogg the 
Father of our Regiment.’ He said to Mr. Kellogg, “That 
is a fine honor. | 

We remained for at least half an hour, the President and 
Mr. Kellogg indulging in recollections and reminiscences of 
the Congress in which they had jointly served. Mr. Kel 
logg often laughed heartily, and while the President scemed 
to enjoy the things at which Mr. Kellogg laughed, he 
scarcely smiled. His expression was pleasant but his counte- 
nance changed very little during the conversation 

Cards kept coming in. He glanced at them and dropped 
them on the table as they came 

Finally Mr. Kellogg arose to go. “Don't hurry,” the 
President said. Mr. Kellogg replied that he had taken con- 
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siderable of his valuable time and the cards indicated that 
others were waiting to see him 

The President said, picking up some of the cards: *'These 
gentlemen will wait; they all want something. You want 
nothing and [ have enjoved your call and this revival of our 
experiences in that Congress. We thought then that our re- 
sponsibilitics were considerable; but compare them with 
what confronts us now! You, me even this young man,” 
putting his hand on my shoulder. “I am thankful that vou 
will be in the next Congress. You are a friend I can depend 
upon, and, Kellogg, I need that sort.” 

Turning to me he remarked: “Il count vou and every 
soldicr a friend. [ trust vou will survive the war and sce a 
reunited country and be h: ippy in the fact that vou did vour 
part to make it so,’ and with a hearty handshake he fol 
lowed us TO As door 

He seemed very serious and solemn as he bowed his tall 
form in a sort of parting gesture. | wish | had made a memo 
randum of his and Kellogg’s conversation 


Untortunately Cunningham does not give the exact date 
of his meeting with the President in the studio of Mathew 
Brady. | think, however, it must have taken place between 
Monday, April 13 and Saturday, April 18, 1863, as his diary 
contains this note: “Sunday, April We received orders to 
be ey to move, but marching orders did not come until 
April 20." (Presumably the last part of this statement was 
ene by Cunningham in writing the manuscript of the 
book.) He starts his description of the events le: iding up to 
the meeting at Brady's studio: 

Just before we left Washington and when we were under 
orders to be ready to move,’ Licutenants Riggs, Carter and 
myself went to Br ady's celebrated photogr. iph gallery to 
leave our negatives from which we might order photographs 


when wanted. Our officers had started an exchange of photos 
so that cach one might have one of cach. 


Ihid.. 50-51 
Thid.. 58, 51 Italics are the editor's 
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The diary continues: “Swndiy, April 19. We had our 
last dress parade at this camp... . 

“Monday, April 20. Having marching orders and six 
days rations, we left our pleasant and comfortable camp... 

The words “just before we lett Washington” might sup- 
port a guess that the visit to the studio was nearer the end ot 
that week than the beginning—perhaps on Friday. But this 
Is pure conjecture. Cunningham continues: 


We found no one ahead of us and while registering and 
getting our numbered cards, Mr. Nicolay, one of the Presi- 
dent’s secretarics, came in and said to the man in charge that 
the President had been asked by Mr. Brady to pose for a 
standing, full-length photo and that he was in his carriage 
outside and would come in if the matter could have im 
Mediate attention 

We waited no longer, hurricd upstairs, to be in the op 
crating rooms when the President came. Shortly after the 
office man appeared with President Lincoln and requested 
that we waive our priority in his behalf. Licutenant Riggs 


replicd, rather dramatically ‘Certainly, our Commander 
in-Chict comes first Mr. Lincoln thanked us 
and said, substance Soldicrs come first evervwherc 


these davs. Black-coats are at a discount in the presence of 
the blue and I recognize the merit of the discount.” 

The operator was a Frenchman, with a decided accent 
He said to the Prestdent that there was considerable call tor 
a tull-length standing photograph of him. The President 
jokingly inguired whether this could be done with a single 
negative, saving: “You sec, I'm six feet four in mv stock- 
ings.’ The operator replicd that it could be done all right 
and left to arrange for the “standing.” 

The President then said to us that he had lately seen a 
very long, or rather, a verv wide landscape photograph and 
that he wondered tf there was a camera large enough to take 
in such an area; but on close examination he found that it 
had been taken in parts and nicely joined together, and he 
thought, perhaps, this method might be necessary tor hts 
“full length ‘landscape.’ 
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The operator announced that he was ready and they 
went into the camera room, but the President stood where 
we could see and hear him. He asked whether he should 
stand as if addressing a jury “with my arm like this,” 
stretching out his right arm. The operator came to him 
several times, placing the President's arms by his side, turn 
ing his head, adjusting his clothing, etc. “Just look natu 
ral,’ said the operator. “That 1s what | would like to 
avoid.’ Mr. Lincoln replied. 

In the meantime cach of us tricd on the President's tall 
hat and it fitted Licutenant Riggs tincly 

The President came back to us and told us of a custom 
saw-mill builtin the carly days out in his part of the country, 
a very up-to-date single-gate mill, of which the owner was 
proud. One day a farmer brought from some distance an oak 
log, by ox team, to be sawed into plank and waited for the 
product. The log was adjusted and the saw started and all 
went lovdly— for a while. A crash came! It proved that in 
the carly days of this oak tree an tron spike had been driven 
into it and covered from sight by later growth, but the saw 
found it. The saw was broken and other damage done to 
the mill, to the gricf of the owner. He shut off the water 
and while sorrowfully investigating the cause of the dis- 
aster, the farmer anxiously inquired, “Sav, ver ain't spiled 
the plank, hev yer?” “Goll dern ver old log — just look what 
it has done to the mill! replied the mill man 

“That camera man,’ continued the President, seemed 
anxious about the picture; but, boys, | didn't know what 
might happen to the camera. 

The operator came trom the dark room, holding the 
negative up to a window, and asked the President to look 
at it, suggesting that it was very natural. “Yes,” said the 
President, “that is my objection. These cameras are pain 
fully truthful,” saving this with an assumed solemnity 

Two other negatives, with little: change in pose, were 
taken. and the President was asked if he had any choice. He 
replied, “’They look about alike as three peas.” 

The operator mentioned that Secretary Sew ard had re- 
cently visited the gallery for a sitting and the President 
asked, “Did he tell you any stories?’) The operator said he 
did not. and the President said: ‘I did not suppose he did, 
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for Mr. Seward is limited to a couple of stories which from 
repeating he believes are truce.” He then said he had re 
cently heard a story about Mr. Seward that, whether truc 
or not. was ‘a good one on him.’ He related it and, in sub 
stance. to the effect that during the then last presidential 
campaign Mr. Seward engaged to speak ata “pole raising 
and mass meeting” affair and was asked to make a later 
date because the pole couldn't be made ready for the rats- 
ing; the point being that they evidentls considered the rats 
ing of the pole of more consequence than Mr. Seward’s pres 
ence and specch. He told the story with some animation and 
with bits of interspersed humor 

Mr. Lincoln seemed happy and care-free that morning 
and we thought he really enjoved his hour or so at the 
gallerv. Mr. Nicolay, who had driven away with the car- 
riage. returned for the President. Mr. Lincoln again thanked 


us for our courtesv in waiving our first claim to gallery sers 
ice. trusted that we would live through the war, and giving 
each of us a hearty handshake departed. We went to a 


window looking upon the strect at d saw him seated in quite 


a common looking barouche, with his secretarv, and drive 


away nothing appearing to indicate that this man, Pres 
dent of the United States and Commander-in-Chicf of 1ts 
army and navy, was other than an ordinary citizen 

He did not recognize me as having called on him some 
davs before with Mr. Kellogg, but that was no wonder, tor 
his old friend Kellogg absorbed his attention on that occa 
sion. and soldiers must have come to look very much alike 
to him | made no memorandum of this, to me, import 
ant incident. but afterwards wrote the foregoing account and 
submitted it to Licutenants Riggs and Carter, and they re 
garded it as correct as far as it went, but tar from: covering 
the whole story 

I had seen the President often as he drove through or 
walked the streets of Washington, but esteemed myselt 
largely favored by this chance mecting him tace to face on 
these two occasions. I afterwards secured the full-length 
photo then taken at Brady's but lost tt | have seen very 
few portraits of Lincoln that were satisfactory he appeared 
so different when talking than in repose 


| 
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Being one of the countless group who regard Dr. Fred- 
erick H. Meserve as the fountainhead of information and 
judgment on all photographic 
matters dealing with Lincoln, 
| have suggested to him that in 
light of the Cunningham ac- 
count, the caption of Meserve 38 
might be in succeeding editions 
ot The Photographs of Abrah. A) 
Lincoln be changed to read “be- 
lieved to have been made in Ap 
ril, 1863" instead of “belies ed to 
have been made in 1862." Evi 
dencing the scrupulous care with 
which he works, Dr. Meserve 
has rendered a Scotch verdict 
“Not Proved” and there tor 
him the matter rests. Indeed, 
in the light of his opinion it 
rests there tor me also. This 
paper is not written in argumen 


tation, but so that others may 


know of the problem. In the 
light of the facts herein presented, someone may be able to 
prove that the photograph ot the standing Lincoln which the 
three lieutenants saw taken in 1863 1s Meserve 38. On the 
other hand, if that photograph is vot Meserve 38, then there 


mav be an undiscovered Lincoln portrait waiting to be turned 


1 gives us 


up. If so, | hope itis Dr. Meserve who finds it anc 


Meserve 125. 


There is a possibility, but not so great a likelihood, that the picture may 
been Mescrve halt-dozer ttt were made then, wherea reurenant ¢ 


TEA AT MES. LINCOLN ’S 
The Diary of Mry. William M. Blick 


VERY interesting diary, shedding light on Mary Todd 
A Lincoln's social and religious activities, is printed here 
tor the first time. The vest-pocket size diary was kept irreg- 
ularly by Mrs. William M. Black from January through May. 
1852. when she lived in Springtield, Ilinois, while her hus- 
band was establishing himself in business in St. Louis. 


Atter the death of her son Samuel Dale (March 2.4, 1852) 
Mrs. Black sought solace tor her loss in attendance at the in 


quiry meetings of the First Presbyterian Church, then located 


at the southeast corner of Third and Washington streets 1n 
Springtield. During these mectings (April I-18) twelve 
women and five men joined the church, two couples transter 
ring their letters from Scotland. The church record has this 
entry: 

April 13th $2. Sesston met and with praver 
Present Revd Jas Smith D D. Moderator. Elders Vanhoti 
Lewis & Johns) Received on cxamination Mrs Elizabeth 
Black Mrs Julia E. Javne Mrs Marv Lincoln & Miss 


Nancy Sperry Closed with praver 
G JOHNS SEC PRO 
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William Malcolm Black was born at Lee, Mass., on Sept 1821. I t 2 
Dale wa at Lancaster, Pa., Fe They were marric at 
La ter, Apr 184 They mov to Vandalia where William worked in a 
neral store wned by his father W lal M. Bla Si Late in SSl they move oe: 
to Springtie alths h their street add! has nor een determined, they n t 
have ived near the Lin nS, the mentions nm the diary resided in that 
neighborho« 

Ear in the mmet t Bla Ss move to St. Louis and ved there 
until they died, William on Jar SSS and Elizabeth on Dex 190 Bot = 
are burie n Oak Ridge Cemetery, Sprit Their twe test ch ref 
Mary Jane and William James, were orn in) Vandalia The birth and death ot a 
their third child Samuel Dale Jan. 6-March 24 85 are recorded in the diary me 

George Nelson Black Is 1908 brother ot William Black, preceded him 
to Vandalia and to Springtield, living in the latter city trom 1850 untul his death ; 
He was a tounder and director ot the Illinois State Historical Society 

The Rev James Smith LSO] was installed as pastor of the First 5 
Presbyterian Church 11 f Nit the resignation of its f fr an 
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M. BLaAck Mrs. WUELLIA 


The April 15 date given in the diary for Mrs. Black’s admis- 


sion to the church may be the date on which she publicly ap- 


peared betore the congregation. 


JANUARY 
Took tea at Mrs. Lincoln's 
Samucl Dale Black was bo 


PreRRUARY 
Monday. 9. Went out shopping —got a bonnet tor baby 
silver snuficrs & tray 
Wednesday, 11) Spent the evening at Mrs. Lincoln ‘s 


ivil War 
Vanhott 


{ Lewis, an 


Nn and civil 
W erherbec 
1 Gershon 
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Tuesday, 0. 
tirst pastor, John G. Berger He preached Eddie Lincoln's tuneral sermon Feb. 2, 1550 
During the ¢ | | Lincoln appointed him consul to Dundee, Scotland. Ot th 
elders, Henr was a Carriage manutacturer in partnership with his brother 
in-law Obed strustee of the Presbyterian parochial school in 1850; Thomas 
Lewis was a partner in a number ( Springtield busine S enterprises and treasure 
OF tne hurch tor tiéty years; and Ear nd G. Johns, he e€ painter af azict vas a 
active in chur wor 
J 1a | Ja ne Wa the wife of Dr Ww 1 am Jayne son ot the 
physi Jayne Nat Sperry was ner who lived at the 
residence of Henry iii 


W. M. BLACK 


Ot 


DIARY MRS. 


Vuturday. 14. Took the babe and made a short visit 


Mrs. Morse 
Sunday, 15. Went to church this evening 
Tuesday, 17. William came to sce us 
Monday, 23. William left this morning 
Tuesday, 24. Wrote to Aunt Harrict & the girls 
in the evening to sce the panorama $ 


Thursday, 2 Took Marv and the babv and we 


Mrs. Lincoln's called on Mrs. Amos 
Suturday. 28. Nery cold, windy, snowy morning 


to Mrs Spriggs s returned before dinner 


Marcu 


CO 


Friday, 5. Mary, Dale, and I spent the afternoon with 


Mrs. Lincoln 
Saturday. 6. Called at Mrs. Dean's, Mrs. Walk 


Mrs. Billson’s' 


Monday, 8. Went in the evening to the Baptist Church 
with Mrs. Lincoln and Mrs. Reman n laughed all the way 


home at Mrs. L. and Dr. Smith 


Wednesday, 1 Went to Mrs. Lincoln's with Mary 


the baby 
Wednesday. 24. Samuel Dale Black diced 
William came 


Morse 


M 


streets 


AND GIFT GALA \ tiv en Presents! Ir 


with the ext tion of BLAIR’S P \NORAMA Ac the Court House 

he ary ith PICKETS limited to 500, and only 50 cents each 
CONSISUI of Gold Watches, Pencils, Bracelet Rings, Pins, & Valued at 
{red dollars. will be distributed among the audience tree of charge Door 


and 


1 Ann Hay listed in the 1855-1856 Springtie 
irectory as living on ° Market near Sth,” one block north of the Li ns 
Mrs. John (¢ Julia Ann) Sprigg, who lived in the block sou a: ot the Lincolns 
John Sprigg was elected to the board of trustees of the First Presbyterian Church 
along with Thomas Lewis, John Williams, Elijah Iles and Goyn A. Sutton on Ja 
18S He died on Aus i of the same year 
Mrs. Frederick L. Dean (Eighth Street near Jackson) and Mrs. H. Billson were 


Springtield teachers. Mrs. Walker has not been identitied 
Mrs. Henry C. Remann « Mary Black, sister of William M lived on 


Market 


Street between Eighth and Ninth, a block north and around the corner east 


trom 


about 


the Lincoln It was to her son Henry that Willie Lincoln wrote the letter 
me and father” published on page 66 of the Spring, 1954 issue of this Journal 
Iinots Daily Journal ot March 6 announced There will be preaching at 


Baptist church every night this week 
t 


The 


the 


went 
} 
ee... ... 
: 
Probably Mrs. James Hl. Morse (nee Emma M. Holtor wl ived on th th ae 
West t Mar t now Capitol Ave ind Ninth street tw KS trom 
Lit mn fe cnce 
Blair Panorama xh ted at the rh se on. the theast corner ot Sixtl 
and ANS TRS 
gnectiot 
esday 
welry, 
hun 
open 
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Friday, 26. The baby was buried at 10 

Sunday, 28. Went to church this evening with William 

heard Mr. Anderson of St. Louis" 

Monday, 2°. William left us, and I was cast into the very 
depths of despair—I felt as though I could not live longer 
seperated from him —in bitter anguish I cried unto the Lord 
to prepare me for death & then take me from this world of 
suffering. Went to church this morning and evening 

Tuesday 30. On Tuesday morning I called tor Mrs. 
Sprigg to go with me to the praver meeting —found I was 
too late and did not go~ went to church this evening 

Wednesday, 31. Went this morning to the praver and 
inquiry meeting asked Dr. Smith to call--he did so and 
[ had a long conversation with him-—-went to church in the 
evening . 


APRIL 

Saturday, 3. Went to the prayer and inquiry mecting 
this morning —Dr. Todd!" brought me home in his buggy 
went to church in the evening 

Sunday, 4. Went to praver mecting & church this eve 
ning—-attended praver & inguiry mecting in the afternoon. 
Mr. T. Lewts!! drove me home and called for us in the eve 
ning . 

Thursday, 8. Continue to attend the meetings 

Thursday, 15. Attended the mecting this morning —four 
more were added to the church. 

Saturday, 17. | took Mary and Willie to church to day, 
and had them baptized by Dr. Smith 

Friday, 30. Was very anxious to attend the praver meet- 
ing this evening but was busy all day assisting Mrs. Remann 
and was too much fatigued to walk so far — 


May 
Saturday, 1. Whilst reading the bible at about 12 oclock 
when all the family were asleep [ was startled by a person 


The Rev. S. J. P. Anderson, pastor of the Central 
Louis, addressed the Springtield Lyceum and Library Ass« 
bytertan Church on March 25 on “The Unity of the Races 

Dr. John Todd (1787-1865), uncle of Mrs. Lincoln 

Thomas Lewis (see above, note .- lived on ‘Mason 

north of the Lincolns 
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March 25, 185 
foot of Sth,” seven 
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attempting to open the door —I sprang to lock it when 
William's well known voice greeted my car and my fear was 
turned into joy 

Monday, 3. Went shopping accompanied by William 
and Mrs. Remann my devotions are cold and formal this is 
my gratitude to God for permitting me to sce my dear hus- 
band again——Oh! I fear I still love the creature too much and 
the creator too litthe William left this morning— still cold 
and lifeless. Mrs. Lincoln insisted on our coming down in 
the evening we did so, and found Dr. Smith there he 
praved with us before Icaving 

Wednesday, 3. Took my work and went down to Mrs. 
Lincoln's awhile then went with Mrs. Remann to call on 
Mrs. Burnap, Mrs. Smith, Miss Dickey and Mrs. Ives 

Thursday, 6. Took my children and spent the afternoon 
with Mrs. Lincoln after she sent a second message for me. 
Do | really love Jesus or do | not? Oh! that l could sce MV 
heart as God sees it 

friday, 7. Went this afternoon to the dentist's with 
Mrs. R emann.. she had seven tecth extracted—-called on 
Mrs. Lincoln found her better spirits~-went to praver 
mecting in the evening 

Sunday, 9. Dared not venture out in the rain with my 
bad cough read in the “Memoir of McCheyne”™’ and 
ters saints, rest.’ Struggled and praved against this list- 


less, languid drowsy fecling 

Sunday, 16. Attended church morning and cvening 
heard Mr. Springer’ 

Monday, 17. Spent the day at Mrs. Sprigg attended the 


Mrs. John Burnap lived 1855-185 at the corner of 
Tenth streets, six blocks trom the Lincolns. Miss R. D. Dickey boarded at the home 
ot M. L. DeVore, on Fitth Street near Cook, about tive blocks from the Lincolns 

{ on the north side ot Market between Seventh and Eighth 


halt trom the Lincolns. Mrs. Smith was probably the pastor's 


The Rev. Francis Springer, Lutheran minister and president of Illinois State 
University, which had opened in March at Springtield after moving from Hillsboro, 
where it had been known as the Literary and Theological Institute ot the Lutheran 
Church in the Far West. Robert Todd Lincoln attended I.S.U. before moving on 
to Phillips Exeter and Harvard. Reminiscences of Springer by Amos Miller ap- 
peared in this Jowrval, April-July, 1922 (Vol. XV, 513-18), and an article by 
Harry Evjen on I.8.U. in the March, 1938 issue (Vol. XXXI, 54-71 Carthage 
College traces its ancestry back through I.$.U. and the Literary and Theological In 
sutute (Hillsboro College); the buildings of I.8.U. were taken over by Concordia 
Theological Seminary 
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female prayer meeting at Dr. Jayne's! in the afternoon 
declined taking part . 
DrceMBER 
Sunday, 5. United with the church in St. Louis 


When the Lincoln's tourth and last son Thomas “Tad,” 
born April 4, 1853, was five and a halt months old his mother 
wrote to Mrs. Black, then in St. Louis, requesting her to shop 
for a “white fur hat” for him, and describing in great detail 
the brown satin bonnet she would like made tor herself. The 
original of the letter given below and the diary quoted above 
belong to Malcolm A. Black, Lemay, Missouri, a grandson of 
Mrs. Black: 

SPRINGFIELD Sep 17TH. 1853 
My Dear Mrs Brack 

Mrs Remann sent me word to day, that vour husband 
was here, & would leave in the morning for St. Louts. May 
[ trouble vou to undertake the purchase of a white fur hat, 
for a boy of 6 months, I presume cre this, the fall stvles have 
been received, I should like white trimmings & white feather, 
if you find any to your taste, of the prettiest quality. Would 
vou be kind enough also, to have me a drawn satin bonnet 
made of this brown. lined with white, | have some small 
brown feathers for the outside, also inside trimming, which 
[ suppose is not necessary to send down, please have it made 
to your taste, if fine black lace, will be used this tall, perhaps 
that would be pretty with it, for the outside. T can put the 
feathers & flowers inside my self. [send vou a string for the 
size of the hat,—if | am not too troublesome, may | have 
them about the first of October? I should think a pretty hat, 
would cost about four dollars, but if more, | do not object, 
as it will /ast a// my boys. 

We would be much pleased to see you in Springticld, it 
appears a long time, since you left. Will vou excuse this 
hasty scrawl & believe me yours truly 

Mary 


‘Dr. William Jayne, whose wite joined the church at the same time as Mrs 
Black, lived on the southwest corner ot Fourth and Madison streets, six blocks north 
blocks west of the Lincolns. His tather Dr. Gershom Jayne lived on. the 
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and four 
Fifth Sctreet, tourteen blocks trom the Lincolns 


northeast corner of Enos Avenue and 


— 


THE LINCOLNS GO SHOPPING 
EDITED BY HARRY E. PRATI 


NX Springtield a century ago much of the retail business was 
| on a bookkeeping basis. Abraham Lincoln had accounts 
at several stores, and recently records of Irwin & Co., and J. 
Bunn & Co., were presented to the Illinois State Historical 
Library. 


LINCOLN’S ACCOUNT AT JOHN IRWIN & CO., 1842-1853 


Approximately three hundred of Abraham and Mary Lin- 
coln’s store purchases and financial transactions are printed 
below from three revealing journals and a ledger of John 
Irwin & Company and Robert Irwin & ¢ ompany, 1842-1853. 
They were found by James T. Hickey among the old records 
of the Springtield Marine and Fire Insurance Company, prede- 
cessor of the Springtield Marine Bank, and placed in the His- 
torical Library by George W. Bunn, IJr., president ot the 
bank. The company sold a few insurance policies in 1851, 
but was soon functioning as a bank and ts still in business on 
the same site, the oldest bank in Illinois. Robert Irwin was 
its first secretary. 

The partnership of John Williams and Robert Irwin was 
dissolved in 1837, each taking a new partner. Robert and 
Irwin opened their store on. April The Sangamo Jour- 

i] of September 9, 1812 announced that Williams had bought 
out the entire stock of Robert Irwin & Co. By May, 18-43 the 


Three Lincoln store a nts of the 50's were printed in the appendix to 
Harry EF. Pratt, The Fina thrabam Sprinatield, 1943), 145-61 
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firm was known as John Irwin & Co., with Williams owning 
a one-third interest until the end of August, 1845. At the end 
of 1848 Robert Irwin bought out John’s interest for $4,000 
and continued the business under his own name, while John 
formed a partnership with William B. Corneau. 

Lincoln's first recorded purchase was a pair of martin- 
gales on December 12, 1842, five weeks after his wedding. He 
is not known to have owned a pair of high-spirited horses at 
that time, so the purchase may have been made tor someone 
else. On May 16, 18-43 his largest single day's purchase at Ir- 


win's was made. The $ 7 total incladed $32.50 tor cloth, 


$3.87 tor trimmings and $9 to tailor Benjamin R. Biddle for 


making a suit for Mr. Lincoln. The suiting 1s described as two 
vards of superior black cloth at $11 a yard, and three yards ot 
cassimere, a medium-weight woolen cloth of sott texture, at 
$3.50. Six months later Lincoln had a second suit made trom 
two and three-fourths vards of beaver cloth (a heavy tabric of 
telted wool) and three vards of cassimere. More expensive 
trimmings were used in this suit. As Lincoln had recently re- 
turned from his fall trip around the Eighth Judicial Circuit 
and was busy in the second week of the fall term of the Sanga- 
mon Circuit Court, he was available for fittings. On Decem- 
ber 30, 1843 his account was charged with $9.50, and Biddle 
probably was paid in cash by Irwin & Co. 

The purchase of a wood saw and frame on November 21, 
18.43 may indicate the date the Lincolns moved trom the Globe 
Tavern, where the cries of four-month-old Robert reputed 
disturbed the other lodgers. They rented a small house on the 
east side of Fourth Street near the middle of the block between 
Adams and Monroe streets, around the corner trom the Globe. 
Lincoln bought “I pr Childs shoes” on October 5, 18-44 
probably Robert's first hard-soled ones, as he was then fourteen 
months old. 

Mary Todd Lincoln had the reputation of being a fine 
seamstress, and thirty vards of calico purchased on July 3, 
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IS+4, two months after the Lincolns moved into their own 
home at Eighth and Jackson streets, may have been made into 
house dresses or window curtains. Late summer purchases 
of muslin, cambric, gimp, whalebones and corset lace indicate 
Mary's home manufacture of garments. 

From Irwin's spring shipment ot goods from the East in 
i815 Mrs. Lincoln got a fine “Neapolitan Bonnet” for $7.50 
(the most expensive bonnet charged in the Irwin journal ) , 
three vards of “Bonnet Ribbon,’ and “1 Parasol” for $3.50. 
Large purchases of white flannel and bleach shirting late in 
[S45 were made in preparation tor the birth of the Lincoln's 
son Edward Baker Lincoln on March 10, 1816. Lavettes were 
unobtainable in the Springtield stores. 

Mrs. Lincoln purchased, on December 31, 1816, two of 
the popular books of the day on homemaking, both by Eliza 
Leslie (1787-1858): Directions for Cookery in Its Various 
Branches (20th edition, Philadelphia, 18 44, 511 pages with 
lustrations) and The Howe Book: or. a Manual of Domest 
Economy, for Town and Country (Sth edition, 1845, 436 
pages). These books were available for ready reference by 
Mrs. Lincoln and the “help.” 

Suspenders tor Abraham were purchased approximatel\ 
every eight months. The Variation in price trom 50 cents to 
$1.25 may indicate one pair for Sunday wear only. The only 
tood items the Lincolns purchased of Irwin & Co. were loat 
sugar and gunpowder tea. 

Two fire screens charged on May 21, 1844 were probably 
tor the parlor and sitting room in their new house. Marv Lin- 
coln bought lamps for the house on April 16, 1844, and oc- 
casionally thereatter replaced the glass shades at a cost of 
$1.50. Evidently the Lincolns no longer used candles exclus- 
ively, although candles were purchased from J. Bunn & Co. 
as late as 1849. 

The Irwin store, which had one of the few iron sates in 


Springtield, performed some of the functions of a bank (banks 
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were in disrepute and the southern half of the state opposed 
all banking). Several of Lincoln's transactions were of that 
nature. On June 21, 1843 he deposited $175 with them, which 
may have been fees from Logan & Lincoln's cases in the 
United States Circuit Court which opened on June 12 in 
Springfield. At the end of the year his account was credited 
with $10.50 for six months’ interest on the $175 at twelve per 
cent. Cash deposits of $35 and $15 were made to his account 
in December, and the vear closed with Lincoln’s account hav- 
ing a credit of $134.30. 

On January 16, 1844 Lincoln drew up a contract to pur 
chase trom the Rev. Charles Dresser the house known today 
as the Lincoln Home. His deposits of $61.50 and $588 on 
February 3 and his credit balance of $132.83 gave him a credit 
at Irwin's of $782.33. He withdrew $750 and paid it to Dress- 
er on February 5, 18+. Dresser’s receipt, also signed by Seth 
M. Tinsley, allowed Lincoln twelve per cent on the money 
until the transaction was completed. 

Although it has been generally understood that Lincoln 
received one-third of the tees in the partnership of Logan & 
Lincoln (1841-1844), fees credited to Lincoln’s account at Ir- 
win’s on March 6, August 12 and September 11, 1844 state 
clearly that he received one-half of these tees. The papers 
filed in the estate of William G. Drennan show a payment of 
$100 to Logan & Lincoln, and the latter’s account is credited 
with $50 on August 12, 1844. The percentage may have been 
altered from one-third to one-half in the last vear of the part- 
nership. Lincoln probably used the currvcomb which he 
bought on September 23, 1845 on his horse in the small barn 
which stood on the rear of their lot. 

In 1846 the Lincolns bought only nine items totaling $5.7 | 

none before August 31—from Irwin's, and no payments 
were made. Purchases in 1817 were also very light, the only 
sizable one being “21/5 yds Black Cloth” at $6.00 a yard and 
$2.62 worth of coat trimmings, doubtless tor a new coat for 
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Mr. Lincoln. Lincoln balanced his account on October 
1847, eighteen days betore the tamily started tor Lexington, 
Kentucky, en route to Washington. He paid $28.74 in cash, 
and was credited with $9 interest on $150 which he had loaned 
them tor a year at six per cent. 

On his arrival in Washington, Congressman Lincoln 
drew $1,300.80 travel expense. He placed $500 with Siter, 
Price & Co. of 133 High Street, Philadelphia. Thev transter- 
red it to Irwin & Co., who paid Lincoln's 1847 taxes of $14.52 
on his house and collected six months’ rent at $90 a vear. Cor- 
nelius Ludlum paid $22.50 for the first three months (No- 
vember, 1847-January, 1848) on February 1, 1818. The sec 
ond three months’ rent was paid to Irwin & Co. on August +4 
by Mason Brayman, a Springfield attorney. Later payments 
were made directly to Lincoln and do not show on the Irwin 
account. Four payments are recorded on the lease. 

Levi Davis, local attorney and state auditor 1835-1841, 
signed a sixty-day note with Lincoln as co-signer for $200 on 
October 14, 18++ pavable to Dr. James Spence, a Springtield 
dentist. The $16 interest payment made on June 18, 1845 does 


not appear on the Irwin account. Dr. Spence died in October, 


1845. His estate was administered by Allen Francis, to whom 
Lincoln paid $272—the principal plus twelve per cent interest 
on June 24, 1848. 

The Lincoln family returned to Springtield early in Octo 
ber, 1848; he then set off immediately on a month's campaign 
in behalf of Zachary Tavlor’s candidacy for President. Ten 
davs atter the election Irwin & Co. credited Lincoln’s account 
with interest in the amount of $23.23, and on November 22 the 
firm gave him its note for $355 to balance the account. Thirty 
dollars paid by Ben Giger was credited to Lincoln's account 
the following day and withdrawn by Mrs. Lincoln on Decem- 
ber 30. No further banking transactions are recorded in the 
books in the Library, although a few purchases of merchandise 
continue until 1852 and the account was settled in 1853. 
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A. LINCOLN'S ACCOUNT AT JOHN IRWIN 
SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS, 1842-1855 


| pr Martingales 


yds Sup{erior] Blk Cloth (a 

3 yds Cassime{re} (a 3.50 
Trimmings 

Pd {Benjamin R.} Biddle Making 


| Leghorn Hat 

1 Sattin Stock 

| Tooth Brush 

1 3 yd Serge pr Biddk 


Abraham Lincoln For this An 


| pr. shoes pr Girl 


yds ( heck 


O vds calico 


Domestic & Buttons 
] 


Pape ool acks 


pr. Blk Lambs Woo! 


Domestic Xx Spool Cotton 


Grant 
Wood Saw & fran 


yds. Beaver Cloth 
yds Mixd Cassimere 
Trimmings for Coat & 


6-yds. Twild. Cotton 
7 yds. Calico pr Girl (a 12! 

For Coat Binding pr Biddle 

A. Lincoln For This Amt 
Bala{nce} Bld. Domestic pr W ite 
For Am{t} Recd. of Watts 

For 6 mo Interest—S17 

For pd Biddle’s a 


= 
70 
1842 {Dr} {Cr] 
be 2.00 
1843 
May 16 § 22.00 
10.50 
87 
May 19 1.50 
May 29 OO 
June | 2 
Oct 16 
Oct 20 ( 
Hos: 
| 
Oct. 30 pr. Mitts 
Nov 2 l pr Ladies Walking Shoes () 
Nov. 6 | pr. Gloves 
Nov. 21 Amf{ount} pd order to Jfames}. | 
( 
Nov. 22 @ 4.90 12.38 
) 
Pants 8 
Nov 28 
Dec 7 SS 
Dec ls 
()t) 
Dec. 27 
Dec. 30 15.00 
930 
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yds Calico (a Ol, 
A. Lincoln For this Amt 
Robert Irwin & Co Dr to A Lincol $8.00 
For Note & Int 
For Amt. pd. Mr. Dresses 0.00 
pl Childs Socks 
Nails pr Mrs. Mosely 1.00 
For Amt. pd. Self 15.00 
A. Lincoln tees tor | 

{]. S. Martin 

pr. Woolen Mittens 
Abraham Lincoln For tl 


nps 


] 
Feb 
Feb 
38 
Feb | 
Feb. 
Feb | ‘ 
Feb. | 
Mat ( 
Mar. ‘ 
Apt ( 
Apr. For Balance on Lang 
Arp ( For Balance on a ¢ () 
space 
May Fire Screens ) () 
June tor amount on ] 
June Stock | 
vds Tweed Cloth pr Bidd i) 0) 
July () vds Calice ps per Lady (a 
Aug pa 1 Jacob Lewis pr Vo! eT ()() 
Aug \ Lincoln tor OF Tee Wi 
G.} Drennan {Estate 
Aug. paper Nec lles per Lady 
A Low ing Glass ) 
Dressing comb 19 
8 vas Cr isl ()() 
10 yds Muslin) Brilliance 90 9 OO ape 
Aug yds Cold Cambric 12 S 
1 yd Holland 25 : 
I doz Whalebones (a 
Thread & Hooks & Eves ‘ 
| ps Linen Tape 
Aug yds Gil Pp 
Corset Lace ) 
Sept: 4 1 yd Cambric |? 
yds Gimp 
sept. 1] A Lincoln tor his ! if tee [Robert 4 
Irwin 2. James Bell a 


CON 
sept. 2 
Sept. 28 
Sept 30 
Oct. 5 
Oct 10 
Ocr. | 
Oct 50 
Nov 
Nov 4 
Nov. 21 
Dec 

Dec. 10 
Dec. 16 
Dec. 27 

Jan. 10 
Jan 
Jan. 18 
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Tapes & Buttons 


| pr Shovel & Tongs 

| yd Cambric pr Girl 

| pr Childs shoes 

>) yds Domestic Lady 
spools 

| yd White Flannel 

1 pr Blk Hose 
1 


ape 


yds ‘| icking ps Lic 
S15 yds Calico 20 
6 yds White Flannel 75 Selt 


1 doz Pearl Buttons 


Tapes pr Girl 
| pr Kid Slippers 
| Comb 


674 lb Loat Sugar 18 3,4 
1, Ib Gfun} Pflowder} Tea 


} yds Domestic 10 
| yd Ribbon 


s yd Blk Nett Ribbon & Whale- 


bone 


1S Ib 8d Nails pr Robinson 8 
21 Ib Feathers 2 


yds Gimp order 614, 


A Lincoln for fee in {Hiram} Penn 


( ase 


For amount paid Biddle 


15 lb Tea 
1 pr ¢ hilds Shoes 


yd Bleach Shirting 


l spool 
paper pins 
1 Bunch Flowers 

2 doz Pearl Buttons 
Domestic 

1 Sett Cups & Saucers 


2 preserve Dishes 25 


0) 


59 


5.00 


35 
1.25 
38 
5 
25 
06 1.31 
195 
1.70 
2137 
= 
ae 
OO 
Q2 
5.95 6.4 
73 
O> l 
16 
06 
1 
«158 


Api 
\pr 
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yds Irish Linen Lady 2.65 
16 yds Cotton 200 
pr Side Combs ] 
Trimmings pr Biddle 2 
lb G P Tea i 
] pr Scissors 50 


| pr Kid slippers 
, lb G P Tea 2) 

lb G P Tea : 
lines 18 


Ib Nails 12 


lb G P Tea 


yds Gingham 1.50 


vds Gingham 37 | 2 O4 
| Neapolitan Bonnet 


vds Bonnet Ribbon 


Parasol 0 
Lamp Shad 100 15.19 
goods pr Bill pr Lady 6.36 
| yd Lawn pr Girl 


lb G Pp Tea 
Whalebones & Hox ks & Eyes ] 1.06 


Cotton Umbrella 1.00 
A Lincoln for 1 of T{homas 

Simpson note 

paper Tacks 12 
Henry Dresser Dr. to : 
For am't paid for Dunlap pr W Bude 
| Cloth Brush S 
xg yd White Flannel 75 66 

nt paid Man Mrs. Ls order j 1.03 


A Lincoln for 15 of Millers order 
Curry Comb 
6 yds Domestic 


5.00 


73 
S45 (cont 
Feb | 
Feb. 10 
Keb: 
Feb. | 
Feb. 19 
Mar 
Mat 
Mar 
Apr 
Apr. 1 
May 20 9 yds Calico 1854 1.69 
2 Table Cloths 7 
10.00 
July 
July 
Aug. 30 
Sepr. 10 
Sepr. 22 
Oct 1.00 
2? spools 13 ] 13 a 
Oct. 6 goods pr Bill pr Lady 
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21, yds Flannel pr Lady 62! 
1 Cook Knite 
Needles 


paid Man per order 


goods pr Bul per Lady 
cloak Trimmings per Biddl 
115 Ibs Batting 12 1 2 

yds Brown Holland | idy 
1 yd Green Barage 


| pr Suspenders 
s yd Swiss Muslin 1.00 
pr She ICS 


doz Silk Buttons 3] 


» yds Cambric | 
doz Silk Buttons 
5, Skfeins} Silk 
1 yd Holland 
11, vd Cambri 


| pr SCISSOrs 
| 


skein Salk 
goods p! Bill 


i yds Green Can 
Tacks “« Tape 


115 yds White Flannel 
Sl, yds White Flannel 
8 yds White Ribbon 6! 


t yds Gingham 2 ps 
yds ( ilico 
yds Jaconett Edgi 


1, yd Bishop Lawn 
20 yds Bleach Shirting 


Remnant Linen 
Buttons 


A Lincoln on a ¢ 


A Lincoln tor N 


74 
(cont.) 
Oct 7 5 1.41 
350 
Oct 10 
Oct i>) 
Oct 19 
Oct. 17 
) 
Nov. 3 1.00 
Nov. 4 Wi 
2? 
Nov d : 
Nov () 
) 
Nov. 18 () 
Nov. 20 OO 
19 9 
Dec. 13 7) 
Q 
() 
Dec. 20 150 
() 
OG | 
Dec. 31 11.99 
achanicl} Hays nore 0.00 


yds Delain 


doz Fancy Butt 


Skein Silk 


Miss Leshlies Cov 


| amp sh. {es 


Collar In | 
A Lincoln Dr to 
For this amount 


) 
Bills Receivable 


For | vears Inter 


HARRY 


INCTY 
SC p 
Wife 
Joel 


est on 


PRATI 


SO) 


A ) Bucket ‘ 
pr Suspen lers ) 
Oct. 28 62 1.41 
\( 
Nov. 16 yd Muslin deLain 
Dec 87 
M | H = 
15031 
Mar. 30 () 
June Dr to A Lincoln for 
2 of G Smiths note ( £ 
June vds Black Cloch 6.00 () 
June 29 pr Suspenders 
Aug doz Pearl Button!s 
pc | ipe ) 
Remnant Linen ) : 
hug Pearl Buttons & Needles ) = 
Aug. s vd Black Silk 
. vd Black Silk Fringe S 
Sept pr B skins 
Sept ls vds Sil Fringe 
Buttons 4 
Sept S Profit & Loss Dr to A Lincols 900 
Sept 8 yds Ginghan OO 
yd Silk ( 
pr Spun Silk Hos 
Oct Abraham Lincoln in full of a « $./4 oo 
4c 
Jan Siter Price & Co Dr to A Lincols — he 
fan For amount paid thet 
Fel A Lincoln paid Taxes 14 et 
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A Lincoln 3 mo. Rent of {Cornelius} 
Ludlum 
Abraham Lincoln of Dfavid} New 


som 

Abraham Lincoln pd Afllen} Francis 
Note & Interest 

Abraham Lincoln of S T Logan 


A Lincoln for Rent [from Mason 
qr 50 


SO.00 


Brayman} to April 30th 
| pr Kid Slippers per Lady 
1 Umbrella 
| pr Suspenders 
LO yds Check 
134 yds Linen Check 


| pr Brass candlesticks 

Abraham Lincoln for Interest 
him 

A Lincoln To Cash from drawe1 

A Lincoln Dr to Bills Payable 

For our Nore for Balance due | 

A Lincoln For amount {received} of 
Ben Giger 

1 pr Gaiters 

15 yd white crape 


| Large Box & drayage per Bude: 
paid Butler for Load W< od 

A Lincoln pr Lady 

A Lincoln for Bal of a ¢ 


Abraham Lincoln {Dr. 
Irwin} For Balance a 
& Co. 
Bills Payable Dr. to Cash 
Paid Bfela} C. Webster tor 
2 yds ( heck a 23 
| ditto 
Paid Lincoln for Keeling 21.00 
S ps Paper & Bordering (a 5) 
| ps Paper & Bordering 
50 y ds. Oil Bordering (a 8 


16 
S4o (cont. 
Feb 5 
2?.50 
June 7 
31.25 
June 24 : 
July 17 
Aug l 
Ocr. 12 by 
Oct 16 75 
Oct. 27 75 
) SO 
Nov. 10 1.50 
Nov. 1¢ 
Q | 
Nov. 22 
Nov. 23 
{ ()() 
Nov. 28 () 
d 1 
Dec 5 60 
Dec. 30 0.00 
122 
Jan bert 
rwin 
Feb. 12* 
coln 27.00 
Feb. 21 SO 
Feb. 28 25 
Mar. 14* 
Apr 1S 5.00 
40 6.05 
* These entries appear in the Day Boot t not in the Ledger 
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1849 
May 7 6>, vds Green Morine [Moreen 
(a 40 
| ps Binding 2.8 
May 2 > | 3 yds Green Morine 94 
| ps Binding 
yd White Flan: 
ps Tape 0 


May ie vd Flannel 
June 12* Pd Mrs Lincoln on a ¢ net 10.0 
June Ib Tea 
July 26 | Scythe & Sneath {Snatl 
Aug 1 | Pd tor Giger 30.00 
Pd for Butler 0) 
Aug. 20 1>x yd. Black Silk (a 1.50 1-4 


pd tor Colouring in Phif{l}adfely 


Oct i | pr Childs Be 
Dec. 19 Bills Payable For my note to A. | 
coln 
A. Lincoln Bal a ¢ iz 
Dec. 20* Sundries Dr. to ¢ 


S Bills Payable pd A 


Lincoln 
7 Protic & Loss A 


Lin 

a 

May Linen Br. 

Black Thread } 


Dec. 31 A. Lincoln For Balance a « 2 
Profit & Loss tor Amt pd A Lincoln 15.00 


Ib Nails 07 

pr Childs Shoes 
Jul Pocket Knife 

ly | pr Suspenders ) 


] 

] 


Sept. | | Umbrella 7 
Sept. 2 pr Blk Cotfton} Hos 
Basket LOO 3 

i 

Oct cap ele) 

11, yd Ribbon 
Nov. 2¢ Umbrella 1? 
| ‘ 


Feb 


Mar 
Apr 


June 
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Bills Payable For pd A Lincoln 


250.00 


Profit & Loss For pd Int to A Lincoln 35.30 


1 Bonnett pr Wite 
pd subscription 
A. Lincoln 
ps. Border pr {Edmund 
l pr Boys Boots 

, yd Blk Silk Nett (a 


ash 


A Lincoln tor amt a ¢ 


5.00 


R OF LINCOLN’S ACCOUNT AT JOHN IRWIN & CO., 1845 


ABRAHAM LINCOLN 


Merchandise 2.00 June 
Dec 


To Merchandise 
To Cash 
To Merchandise 
To Cash 
To Merchandise 


By Cash 


By Balance 

By Cash 

By R. Irwin & ¢ 
By J. S. Martin 
By Cash 


By Saunders Farn 


By R. Irwin & Co 


By Balance 


3 


5.00 
YOO 


( 


78 
SS] (cont. 
Nov 6 
Nov. 20 
Nov. 29 
1852 
Jan 16 | : 
SO 2.31 
June 21 0) 
1853 
De. 
Dr 
i 
May 8 To sh $175.00 
June | >) 153.00 
ik Q By Protit & Loss 10.50 
Ni \ 2 
2] $925 50 
Dec SS 
18 0 
9.50 
30) To Balance 134.30 
$235.50 
1d544 
2 1.47 Jan | $134.30 
3 65.00 Feb 5 61.50 
9) 3 388.00 | 
a 6 16.50 Mar. 6 9:25 
May 21 100 Aug. 6 7 
25 800 Sep. 
July 2 240 De. 
Aug. 7.37 — 65 
13.38 
Sept. 6 2.10 $876.70 
Oct. 9.49 
Nov. 4 4.59 
Dec. ff 6.70 
3.50 
$876.70 
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lo Balance l i Bills Receiva 
To Merchandise D1¢ 


By Henry Dresser 
By Merchandise 
By Cas! 


By Bills Receivable 


To Merchandise 
To Joel Johnson 


lo rchandise 


By Profit & Loss 


Merchandis« 1.87 23. By Cash 
By Robert Irwin 


‘| ( ash 


() 


50.00 


Dr S45 
Jan 
10.0 
Feb 10 25.00 
Mar 1.62 Sept. 10 OO 
Apt 13.94 Dec 11.99 
May () 119 ‘ 
July ]2 STO]! 
A iv () 
Sepr. 10 1.28 
Oct 
a6) 19 
Nov 
() 
Dec. | 8.00 
() 
S10] 
Aug 5] Merchandise le 
a 
Ni \ ] 
Mar S YO June By Bills Receiva 
Apr. 30 10.00 ble 
June 18.87 Sept. 28 By Profit & Loss 9 
A 44 Oct By Cash 8.7 
Sept 
4 j 
45.24 
Feb Cash $ 14.52 Jan By Siter Price & 
Oct Merchandise  Fet By Gash 
Nov. 3 July 14 — 
16 91 Aug. | 2.50 
To Bills Payable 355.00 Nov. 23.23 
8649.48 
Nov. 28 To — ie 
0 30.00 $ 34.22 
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Dr. 
Jan | To Robert Irwin §$ 


Feb. 21 To Merchandise 
Apr. 18 

May /7 

Junc 


July 
Aug 
Sept. 
Oct 
Nov 


To Merchandise 


Merchandise 


To ( ash 
To Merchandise 


Merchandise 


LINCOLN’S ACCOUNT AT J. BUNN & Co., 18-49-1850 


Mary Todd Lincoln purchased some of the family grocer- 
ies from J. Bunn & Co. in Springfield: in 1849. A fine old 
leather-covered journal recording the purchases was recent] 
presented to the Illinois State Historical Library by the Bunn 
Capitol Grocery Company. This firm opened for business on 
July 1, 1840 as Mc¢ fonnel, Bunn & Co. On July 18, 1812 


Jacob Bunn bought the business and operated it for many 


vears as a wholesale and retail grocery company under the 
name of J. Bunn & Co. The charges in April, 1849 tor two 


4.22 Dec. 19 By Cas! $ 27.56 
4.62 
6 
20 $94 
4 
2? 1.00 
S50 
May 4 S 59 Dec. 3 By Cas Q9 
Oct ? l - - 
S 3.09 
Feb. 12 To S Nov “By Cas 9 
June 21 
July 1.7 
5 2.00 
183; 
Jan. 1 To MEE S$ 2.81 Dec. 51 By Cas s 
June 21 50 
S 
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kegs of lead by Edmund G. Johns, a house painter, indi- 


cate an improvement in the home Lincoln had owned tor five 


vears. Candles were still being used by the Lincolns, although 


a “Wall Lamp” was purchased for $3.50 on November 29. 


JOURNAL OF LINCOLN’'S ACCOUNT AT J. BUNN & C@Q.. 1849-1850 


4. LINCOLN 


Sperm (¢ 


Lemon syru 


1/2 Doz 


Gall 
Sundries 
Matches 

ugar & Cotte 

Sundries 


Tea 
Ost Sugar 
Sundries 
Wall Lan 


Sundries 


Butter Dsl 
Os 


By L{edger Blook tof lio 


D; 
124 
Apt To | Keg Lead Johns 
1 Kee Lead Johns 2.00 
May By cas} 1.00) 100 
May 29 To 7 Sugar () 
June indles ) 
July 
( Sundries 
Aug 10 OO 
Loat sugar 50. l= ndles 
Broon 
| Sundries 
0) d 13 
do 
1s Gall. Vinegar 
Oct rar 12 
1 4 
( 4 
1 
LS do it 
F do St) 
) do ] 
do 1.40 
Nov 4 do 
38 
1Q () 
| : 
29 p 
1 
10 1350 
19 50 
1850 


halt 


NEW SALEM COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES: 
DOCUMENTARY 


EDITED BY FERN NANCE POND 


FARMERS POINT LITERARY SOCIETY 


Thomas J. Nance (1811-1842)! came to Illinois in October 1832, and 


on December | 
two miles south of New Salem. He taught four other schools in that area and 
in the Rock Creek neighborhood four miles south of New Salem 

Young Nance had received a good education at the school provided by 
Nathaniel Owens in one room of his large brick house on Little Brush Creek 
in Green County, Kentucky, sometimes called Owens Rural Seminary. Shortly 
before the Nance family set out for Sangamon County, Illinois, in September, 


1832 Owens handed them this note: 


organized the first subscription school at Farmers’ Point, 


GREEN COUNTY Ky THE 28TH OF SEPT 1832 

Mr. Zachariah Nance and his wife have been near neighbours to me 26 
years. They have been respectable good neighbours. I regret that I must 
part with them. Their children now with them Towit Thomas, Allen and 


Thomas Jefferson Nance was the great-granduncle of the editor. His wife 
was the editor's great-grandaunt by blood as well as by marriage. Horace G. Nance 
and his sister Louise Nance Basso (Mrs. Thomas grandchildren of Thomas J. 


Nance, reside in Petersburg. 


HISTORICAL NOTES $3 


Parthena’ were born at the house they now go from. They have constantly 
associated with my children. They are worthy youths, and have our best 


wishes for their prosperity. Mr. Thomas Nance has approached near to 
manhood, and has been doing business for his father the last 12 months. He 


has been upright in his conduct and pleasing to all. 1 do believe that young 
Mr Nance possesses all the principles that constitute the Gentleman. Not 
one of the family know of my intention of giving this certificate, neither will 
they know at, all | hand it to them. I write for my satisfaction, to stimulate 
them to remember their Old Neighbour 

NATHL OWENS 


Zachariah Nance,’ father of Thomas, was born in Charles ¢ ity County, 
Virginia, on May 5, 1760. He joined the Revolutionary Army at Williams- 
burg, served through the war and witnessed the surrender of Cornwallis at 
Yorktown. About 1806 he and his wife Elizabeth Bingley (Morris) Nance 
migrated to Green County, Kentucky, where Thomas was born September 
17, 1811 


Thomas J. Nance married Catherine Houghton of Rock Creek on Sep- 


?2, 1836, and two years later gave up teaching and devoted all his 


tember 


time to farming near Newmansville in Cass County until his death 


Allen Q. Nance (1813-18 tarmed near Newmansville, Cass County, Illinois. 
He married Elizabeth Dearen in 1841 and moved to Texas in 1852, where he died 
Parthena (1816-1898) married Samuel Hill, New orekeeper, 1835. They 
moved to Petersburg . Where Samuel died in | TI nly child John 
became editor of the Menan unty Axi 

Zachariah Nance wa 
resident of the New Salem vicinity where her an 
the editor has been interested in the history of 
her first scrap! nade at the age of thirteen. As deputy circuit clerk and recorder 
of Menard unty for sixteen years, and as the wite of County Judge Henry E. Pond, 
she has had sp yportunities tor access to the original records and has been 
particular] reserving historical documents and objects belonging to 
the New Salem uty and the Nance family, including the originals of the 


locuments published n article 


historian of Lincoln's 
mpiler x editions of the official guide book 

authenticating and placing the furnishings in 

1933 has kept records and inventories of their 

for the State Division of Parks and Memorials. She was 
oln Diploma of Honor by Lincoln Memorial Uni 


was technical adviser for the Ford Foundati INS 


» picture “Mr. Lincoln.” A member of the D.A.R.. 
A Pe ( A Nn. tl ird 1 pre ide nt oT 
the Illinois Woman's Press Association, she is listed in Who's Who 


of American Women avd Who's Who in Illinois 


felevision moti 


Nationa! Le. 


a 
Mrs 
New Sa 
assisted 
ontents 
f 
versity in 


HISTORICAL NOTES 


The division of Sangamon County was the subject of much discussion 
in the late 1830's. The Petersburg-New Salem-Farmers Point neighbor- 
hood was among the most vociferous in its demands for a new county. At 
a meeting on May 19, 1838, of delegates trom the several proposed new 
counties,” under the chairmanship of Dr. John Allen, it was 

Resolved, That we nominate a list of candidates for the next Legislature, 
who are in favor of the proposed division of Sangamon county 

When the following named gentlemen were nominated: Dart 
con. Thomas R. Skinner, Thomas J. Nance. 

Resolved, That we nominate Bowling G 
Senate.' 

At the election on August 6 five of the seven House members o 


famous “Long Nine,” who had worked to get the capital moved trom 


dalia to Springfield, were re elected. Of the nine unsuccessful candidates, 
however, Nance was highest, receiving only 32 votes less than the lowest of 


those elected. After the resignation of Ninian W. Edwards, when a special 


election was called to fill the vacancy, Nance again became a candidate and 
was elected on November 25 over his Whig opponent John Bennett, 878 
votes to 842. He served at the special session in Springtield, December 9, 
1839 to February 3, 1840. But at the August 5, 1840 election for the single 
seat allotted to Menard County in the Twelfth General Assen bly, Bennett 
turned the tables and deteated Nance by 21 votes 

On January 4, 1555, Thomas J. Nance organized a literary society at 
Farmers Point, giving it the h gh-sounding name of “The Tyro Polemic and 
Literary Club.” It was patterned after the Kentucky literary society of which 
Nance had been a member. He was elected president, and delivered the 


following inaugural address 


Whatever be your intentions and future expectations, it 1s your indis- 


pensable duty, if you have any desire to gain the respect of your acquaintances 


and qualify yourself for the busy scenes of the world, to be studious in your 
conduct, and thoughtful about your mental improvement 


Remember that this is the morning of life in which pursuit ts a lent 


and obstacles readily give way to vigor and perseverance. It is in your power 
to convert this season of learning into a source of satisfaction if you will but 
employ your time in continuous and useful reflections. While we thus em- 
ploy our time we should carefully avoid those frivolous and uninstructive 
amusements which ruin and debase the mind of many an inconsiderate 
youth. The principal difference between man and man is chiefly owing to 


the cultivation of the mind. Anticipating the pleasures that are to be de 


{Springtield}, May 


= 1838 
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rived trom an educated mind, may each of you pursue the path that leads 
to honor, usefulness and true enjoyment 


The following thirty-seven members subscribed to a constitution an 


by-laws, and agreed to weekly meetings, which continued through May 18 

Thomas and Elijah Elmore, probably sons of Peter Elmore 

James Goldsby 1793-1854). a veteran of the War of 1812 and the first 
sheritt of Menard (¢ ounty, and his children Nancy, Mary, James B., William 
M and John 8) Goldsby 

William Graham Slicky Bill”), Lynn McNulty and Robert L. Greene, 
sons of William Griggs Greene (1779-1848 

William I. Hall (unidentified 

John F. Harrison (born 1807), son of Fielding Harrison: Elizabeth and 
Erasmus Harrison (unidentified ) 

Zachariah Hash, who lived with his uncle Samuel Combs 


Sevigna Houghton ( 1S8S10-]1880). son of Charles 


John Lane, who served in Lincoln's company 


Nance (1760-183 
John G. Newhouse Cunidentitied 
James Purkapile and his children George, Marv and Rachel Purkapile 
William W. Searcv; Henry D. Starr: A. Sympson; and Jeremiah Thomp 
son (all unidentified 
Thomas Wynne and his sons John B., Jost W’., Lewis B. and E. ¢ 
Wynne 
SANGAMON COUNTY ILLINOIS 
JANUARY 4TH. 1833 


We, the undersigned, having tor our object the attainment of scientific 


and useful Knowledge, do unite & agree to use uur Talents, Influence, and 
best endeavours to advance the object above mentioned, and such others as 


may be, herein after named. Wherefore, we. with good Intention, do enact 


and ordain for our future observance, the following Laws. Rules, & Regula 


Ni f M 
By Lat R 
Any member offering a morion or resolution shall rise to his feet 
nd address the house 
Sev 1a He tne nat the yrothne of 


abs 
Houghton 
Mn), he Black Hawk War 
11) 1832. 
Levi Leg inidentitied 
Fhomas Jetferson, Allen Q. and Parthena Nance, children of Zachariah Ce 
ple 
Catherine Houghton wh ma Thoma Nance 
lhe names originally under this heading are rearranged and identified above Be 
\ : 
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2nd. Each individual shall address the officers by Title, the jury, Gentle- 
men jurors; and members by the term Mr. 


3rd. No person shall pass between the jury and speaker 
4th. No member shall leave the room during business without a per- 
mit from the President. 


Sth. The President shall have the power to organize classes, to: appor- 


tion duties, and make such additions, alterations, and arrangements as ex- 


pediency shall render necessary 

6th. No member shall speak longer than fifteen minutes at a time, with 
out a permit from the Prest 
7th. The Secretary shall receive & secure all tines as directed by tne 
President, & deliver to the Club, the same, when called on, by the Pres 

8th. All members fined by Society shall pay the same in two weeks from 
the time of fining. If however this be neglected, it shall be doubled and then 


if not in 4 weeks the name shall be erased from the Book 


9th, All original declamations, compositions, & each record when read 


to Society may be criticized upon by any member who may have objections 
to the pronunciation, style, &c 


} 


10th. No member shall use the name of the Supreme Being in debate 


} 1] 


| luty of President to call any such violater to order, 


and it is hereby made the « 
for any such oftense. 


11th. The President shall appoint a door keeper each night whose 
t 
it 1s to keep the members from passing: one shall keep 30 minutes at 


12th. Any member or other person who permits himself to quarrel & 
thereby trespasses upon the Order of the House shall be expelled from the 


Society & House 


Article 
| This SOCIETY shall be ca 

Qnd. Its Othcers shall consist lent, Vice-President 
Secretary. 


3rd. The President on taking his seat, shall be qualified by 


| 


tary to enforce all Laws of Society; he shall then deliver an inaugu 


to Society and on vacating it a valedictory 

fth. It shall be the vice President's duty to keep order, to make out 
account of all appeals before the house, to indict all refractory members b« 
fore the President, and in his absence officiate in his stead by appointing 
vice President protemm 

St/ The Sec retary shall keep a record ot all the proceedin 
and qualify all officers on taking their seats (if required of him,) and, cal 
the roll & mark all absentees, returning the same to the vice President. 

6th. Two thirds of the votes taken shall be necessary to the formation 
of any Law; Excepting however, the case of electing officers, wherein a ma 
jority shall be sufhcient 


: 
SO 
duty 
t ne 
( 
ry Club 
and a 
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th. The duties of Society shall be debating, declaiming, composing, & 
criticising, & Lecturing 

8th. The President shall appoint three jurors, before whom the ques- 
tion in debate shall be discussed, and the jurors shall bring in a verdict, in 
accordance to the merit or demerit of the arguments produced. 

9th. No spectators shall be admitted; nor shall any person be present 
during business unless he become a member, either regular or honorary; the 
latter being equally subject to the Laws 

10th. Any member during business, showing inattention or disrespect 
to any Officer having legal command shall be subject to a fine not less than 
three, nor more than six & a fourth cents 

11th. Any Officer failing to enforce any Law, which it is his duty to 
do, or neglect fulfilling the demands of the above Laws, shall be subject to 


a fine of 61, cents 


f Any member failing to attend, or to perform his duty shall be 


fined not less than 3 nor more than 61, cents: any member so fined can 
appeal to the house for remission, two thirds thereof having the power to 
remit 

13¢5. The Officers of this Society shall hold their offices 4 weeks at a 


time; when they may be re-elected, or others in their places 


14th. Any member may write and lodge his production in the Anony- 
mous box, previous to the convention of the “Club The sect. shall read the 
Same tO SOCICT) 

All that part of the 9th. Art. of this Constitution that. fe rbids the at 
tendance of Spectators 1s hereby so modified as to allow such to attend as 


behave in accordance with the By laws of this Society 


Proceeding f January 4t 
The Students assembled, according to an agreement made prior to this; 
and proceeded to organize, and form a society. Ist. Elected Mr. T. J. Nance, 
President; Mr. T. Wynne V. President; and Mr. Lewis B. Wynne Secretary. 


2nd. Society proceeded to enact Laws, and formed a constitution. 3rd. The 
following question was proposed and debated before a jury consisting of 
three members, (appointed by the President) “Whether does riches, or edu- 
cation, render a man most happy?” The jury, after having retired, brought 
in their verdict in favour of the affirmative ith. The society divided itself 


into classes; the first class was appointed to compose, 2nd. to declaim, & 3rd 


to debate the following question: “Which does the most injury to mankind 
fire or water?” after which Society adjourned, until the 11th. January 4th. °33 
LEWIS B. WYNNE SEC 
T. J. NANCE PRESDT. 


The Club met pursuant to adjournment, & proceeded to discharge the 


1 


business of the day in the manner, viz Ist. The V Pres having called the 
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house to order, the Secre. called the roll and made his report to which there 
was no objection. 2ndly. The compositions to society were read and the 2nd 
class with the exception of Mr. R. L. Green debated the intended question 
betore a jury consisting of 3 members appointed by the Pres. After a short 
debate the jury retired and brought in their verdict in favour of fire. The 
question was then debated by the house which gave a majority of 5 in favour 
of fire. After the debate was over Society adopted the 12th. article of the 
constitution & added the Sth. & Oth. by Laws. After which the Pres ap- 
pointed Mr A Q Nance to Lecture the Ist. class to declaim and the second 
to debate this question which is the strongest passion Love or anger 

3rd. class was appointed to compose, after which Society adjourned 

SIGNED BY THE PRES 
B. WYNNE, SEC) T. J. NANCI 


January 18t/ 
Society met pursuant to adjournment, and proceeded as tollows: — Ist 
The Sec called the roll and found the V Pres. absent. 2ndly. appointed Mr 


James Goldbsy Sr., as V Pres protem, after which the house was called to 
order. The constitution was read and 5 new members admitted within the 


pale of the Constitution; 3rd. the Ist. class with the exception of Messrs. G 
Purkapile and Z. Hash acquitted themselves of their duty of declaiming, the 
above mentioned Gentl. were fined 3 cents each, by the Pres. ith. The com- 


positions to Society were read, Sth. The 3rd rae debated 


the intende 1 ques- 
r 


tion before a jury appoin{ted} by the Pres. also Mr A. Q. Nance discha 
his duty of Lecturing. After which the question was debated by the house; 
but the decision not being made (in consequence of neglect 

adopted the 6th. bylaw, after offering other resolutions. 6th 
pointed the first class to Declaim. 2nd. to compose and 3rd. to 
question, “Which are the most benefit to human society, horses 
7th. The Pres. & Secr volenteered to lecture; after which, society 
RECORDED BY L. B. WYNNE, SECRY. = SIGNED BY THE PRES. T 


Janua 

Met pursuant to adjournment and appointed Mr James Goldsby Sr. t 
fll the seat ‘ V Pres who was absent. Ist. The constitution was read and 
the Sec. made his report; after which 4 Members Honfor}ary were received 
2nd. sha at to Society were read and each of the declaimers performed 
his respective Duty. 3rd. The Pres. & Sec. delivered a lecture each. 4th. The 
Pres. appointed a jury before whom the debaters performed their duty. After 
retiring the jury brought in their verdict in favor of horses. The question 
was then discussed by the house, which gave it in favour of Cattel, majority 
vote. Sth. Society then adopted the 8th. & Ith i Laws; also added the 13th 
article to the constitution. 6th. The officrs terms having expired; the Society 
re-elected Mr. T. J. Nance Pres. and elected Mr. J. F. Harrison V Pres. also 


addopted a continuation of L. B. Wynne as Secretary. After offering a few 


| 
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resolutions none of which went inte The Pres. appointed 

to declaim, 2nd to compose, and drd. debate this question 
reatest advantage to mankind Agric 

Ser Mr. A. Q. Nance 


ade for adjournment whicl 
By. L. B. WYNNI 


ture or Education 
each agreed if Atter 

! carried 


wl 
SCR 


BY THE PRES 


immment Mr Nance in the ch. 
constitution was read and 4 Honorary 
Secr. made his report The « 
The Declaimers rtorn 
\. Q. Nance & L. B. Wynne 
appointed iry to hear the debat 
gave It 1 


It in fay 
acrendance 


cents for non 


2nd. t 
On motion 
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or. Wa 
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Con positions tO socicty were 


ith. Mrrs 


appointed 


Newhouse 
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wers as jurors 


compose and 3rd. to Declain 
in appeal, his fineé was ret 

the 10th. By law motion was then 
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By. LEwis B. WYNNE. SCR 
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ir. The hous 
Wials Members re 
CIEN positions t 
SOCK ith. The Lec rom 
ture! th. The 
Pres } lebate the 
jury house which 
rot A ture 1 Mr Z. Has 
bate 
in the chair. Mr Harrison the V. Pres. being absent 
Ss Appe inted to fill his chair The house being called we 
: le his report to which there was no objection; 2nd re 
3rd. The declaimers discharged their duty 
ith. lelivered a lecture each; Sth. The Pres 
hy : hear the debaters, the jury after retiring 
gave in their verdict in favour of water carriages. The Pres. then appointed 
ot those Gentl who had JUST debate { as jurors to hear the remainder. the ‘ 
jury then gave in favour of water Carriage The Pres. appoint 1 Ist. class t 5 ‘ 
debate this question, “Which was the greatest warrtour—Alexandria or Buon a 
and 4th. to Lecture. Mr 
ed: and then society added Ak 
which recieved a ma 
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us a Lecture each on English Grammer. Sth. The debaters performed their 
duty, after the Pres. had appointed Mrrs J. G. Newhouse & L. B. Wynne as 
assistant debaters; the former on the side of Alex. After a warm debate the 
jury gave their entire verdict in favour of Bunaparte. The question was then 


discussed by the house, and after a very unequal debate, the vote was taken 


in favour of Bunaparte. Pres. then appointed Ist. class to compose, 2nd. to 
debate this question, whether were the deeds of Columbus more profitable to 
mankind than those of Washington? and then the 3rd. class to declaim. The 
Pres fined Mrrs J. B. Go{Idsby,} E. Elmore, and A. Q. Nance also Miss Par- 
thena Nance for violation of rules, and nonperformance ot duty 

adjourned. 

L. B. WYNNE SEC. SIGNED BY THE PRES. T 


Proceedings of Feb. 22nd, 1835 

Commenced business at 3 oclock. After a respectable audience had 
made their appearance, the Ser. read his report to which there was no objec- 
tion. Ist. The Ser. opened his drawer, and found a number of Compositions 
and Letters all of which were read with great satisfaction. 2nd. The de- 
claimers discharged their duty, two of whom gave us a Speech each on the 
subject of Genl. Washington's birthday. 3rd. The Pres. appointed a jury be 
fore whom the debaters plead manfully, and after requesting the jury they 
gave in favour of Washington. The question was then opened before the 
house, which debated a short time; dark coming the Pres. granted a cessation 
for 30 minutes, after which the room was illuminated, and the debate was 
resumed by the house, and after a warm debate, in which a spectator took an 
active part, the vote was taken in favour of Washington. The otticers’ terms 
having expired the house proceeded to hold an election, in which Mr. T. J 
Nance was reelected Pres. & Mr A. Q. Nance elected V. Pres. and Mr L. M 
Green elected Ser. The Pres. appointed Ist. Class to debate this question 
Whether has slavery been benficial to the W. Continent, or not 
declaim and 3rd. to compose, and two to Lecture. A motion was 
adjournment, which met with no opposition 
RECORDED BY 

Lewis B. WYNNE, SECRETARY. SIGNED BY THE PRES. 1 NANCI 


Proceed ey of Marc/ 1st 1833 
The Society met according with adjournment. Ist. The Secretary called 


the roll and found several members absent, and received | irregular member 
2nd. The Composers, read the compositions. 3rd. The Declaimers, discharged 
their duty. 4th. The President appointed Jurors, before whom the question 
was discussed; and when the Debaters motioned for a decision, the jury gave 
in favour of Slavery, being an advantage: Then the question was debated by 
the house; and the vote taken in the negative. Sth. The President fined 7 
Hash, & H. L. S{t}arr 3 cts each for not attending: also James B. Goldsby Jr, 5 
cts for passing between the jury and speaker. E. Elmore’s fine was doubled 


| 
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But P. W. Nance's and George Purkapile’s fines, were remitted. 6th 
President appointed the first class, to debate this, Question, “which 
more surprising to man the works, of art, or the works of nature?” 2nd ¢ 
Compose; 3rd To Declaim; and fourth class to Lecture. A motion was, then 
made that our next meeting should commence at 3 OClock P.M. The Society. 
then adjourned 

SIGNED BY THE PRESIDENT T. J. NANCI 
RECORDED BY L. M. GREEN SECR. 


Proceedings of March 8th 1833 


The Society assembled agreeable with adjournment; Mr T. J. Nance in 


the Chair, gave orders for the Vice President to call the house to order he did 
so; Society then proceeded to business as follows. Ist. The Secretary called th 


roll, and found several members absent, and received 2 irregular members 


2nd. The Composers read their Compositions srd. The Declaimers dis 


lury ith. The President appointed 3 Jurors before whom the 


question was discussed When the debaters motioned for a decision they 


charged their « 


ave in favour of nature; the question was then discuss¢ { warmly by the hous« 


and the vote taken in the affirmative. Sth Mr L. B Wynne and J. G. New 


house, exhibited their noble dramatick talents by their unequal feats, in the 


performance of a modern dialogue. 6th. The President appointed the first 
class to Compose. 2nd. To Declaim. 3rd. To Debate this question, whicl 
is the most profit to the United States, internal improvements, or Exterior 
Commerce?” And 4th. To Lecture. 7th. The President fined Z. Hash & Robert 
Green 3 cts each for not attending; and Mr. H. D. Starr's fine was remitted 
fe for adjournment; which carried without Opposition 
SIGNED BY THE PRESIDENT T. J. NANCI 


RECORDED BY M. GREEN SECR 


as then mac 


Proceedin f Mar Sth. 1833 
Society met according to adjournment; Mr. T. J. Nance in the chair, ; 
orders for the Vice Pres. to call the house to order he did so. Society then 


] 


proceeded to business as follows Ist. The Secretary called the roll, and found 


t 
several members absent; he then read his report to which there was no objec- 


tion. 2nd. The Composers read their compositions. 3rd. The Declaimers dis 


charged their duty. 4th The Lecturer gave us a lecture on Geography 

Mr. L. B. Wynne and J. G. Newhouse, acted a Dialogue; also Mr. L. M. Green 
and J. G. Newhouse acted another, which was very diverting. 6th Pres ap 
pointed 3 Jurors before whom the question in debate was discussed; and when 
the debaters motioned for a decision the{y} gave in favour of Internal 
provements: The question was then debated by the house; the vote taken 
the affirmative. 7th The President appointed the first class to Compose 
Declaim 3rd. to Debate this question; whether does a man enjoy 
satisfaction, to marry while young, or not. And 4th. To Lecture. Sth. The 


President fined Robt Green and H. D. Starr 3 cts each for not attending: and 


a 
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James H. Goldsby’s fine was doubled. Mr. Z. Hash was excluded, agreeable 
to the constitution. The house then adjourned 
SIGNED BY THE PRESIDENT. 
RECORDED BY L. M. GREEN SECR. 
The above Question was debated in the following manner, Whether does 


single state of life conduce more to a mans happiness than married onc 


Corrected by Secretary Mar 22nd 1833 
Proceeding f March 22nd 1835. 

The Society assembled agreeable with adjournment Mr T. J. Nance in 
the chair: had the house called to order. Ist. The Secr. called} the roll, and 
found several members absent: He then read his report 

2nd. The Composers read their Compositions 

3rd. The Declaimers discharged their duty 

ith. Mr. L. B. Wynne and J. G. Newhouse acted a Dialogue; also J. G 
Newhouse and L. M. Green acted another. 5th. The Pres appointed 4 jurors 
before whom the question in debate, was discussed: and the Debaters dis 
cussed the question; they then motioned for a decision, which the jury gave 
in favour of the Married state of life. The question was then discussed by 
the house, and the vote taken in the affirmative. Oth. The officers time hav- 
ing expired, the house proceeded to hold an Election in which T. J. Nance 
was reelected Pres. and L. M. Green was reelected Secr. and L. B. Wynne was 
elected Vice Pres. 7th. The President appointed the Ist. Class to Compose 
2nd. To Declaim. 3rd. To Lecture and 4th. To Debate this question, Which 
has the greatest influence on men, Custom, or Reason? Sth. The President 
fined L. M. Green 3 cts tor nonperformance, and Lewis B. Wynne 3 cts for a 
violation of the rules, and H. D. Starr and Robt. Green 3 cts each for not at 
tending. The house then adjourned. 

RECORDED BY L. M. GREEN, SECR SIGNED BY THE PRES. T. J. NANCI 


March 29th 1833. 


Society met persuant to adjournment, Mr. T. J. Nance in the chair had 


the house called to order: Society, then proceeded to business as follows 
Ist. The Secretary called the roll, and read his report. 2nd. The Composers 
read thier compositions. 3rd. The Declaimers, discharged their duty. 4th 
On account of night’s approaching, and of few members being present, it 
was deemed necessary to omit debating the question before a jury, the ques- 
tion was debated before the house; and the vote taken in favour of Custom 
having the greater influence. Sth. The Pres appointed the first class to Com 
pose. 2nd. To Declaim. 3rd. To Lecture & 4th. To Debate this Question 

6th. The Pres. fined J. B. Goldsby 3 cts. for not discharging his duty, 
and J. W. Wynne 3 cts. for not attending. 7th. H. D. Starr, Robert Green 


and E. Elmore were excluded: The house, then adjourned to meet no more 


till the 19th April 
RECORDED BY L. M. GREEN SIGNED BY THE PRES. T. J. NANCI 
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April 19th. Anno Domini 1835 


The Society met pursuant to previous agreement, but, owing to negli 


gence on the part of some of the male members, little was done. The Secre 
tary read his report, to which there was no objection. The debating class, 
not being present, (on account of agricultural solicitude,) the above vacancy 


was not supplied with a question. After some inquiry, etc. the Secretary rea 
some valuable remarks, enforced by the authority of the best moralists, upon 
the subject of “Anges The President followed with some opinions upon the 
Sin of and danger of national 1gnorance The house was then entertaine 
with an Oration by Mr. J. B. Goldsby. In the close, it was agreed to convene 
on Saturday 18th. May. 

RECORDED BY A MEMBER AND SANCTIONED BY THE PRESIDENT 

SIGNED BY THE SE 1. M. GREEN THOMAS ( JEFFERSON) N{ANCI 


Last Meetin May 18. 185 


} 


The Society met pursuant to previous agreement The Secretary read 
his report, to which there was no objection. The President then, appointed 


3 jurors before whom the question (which was “If a man were crossing 


river, with his Mother and his intended bride, and some accident happens t 


the Boat. so he must throw the one, or the other out, by which act will he 
bespeak the most prudence.{”}) was discussed warmly by each party. In 
next place Mr. J. B. Goldsby read a short detail of his studies during the five 


latter months, which was very interesting: then, the Secretary followed wit! 


some remarks on the benefits of Attention: After which, the Vice President. 
(Mr. L. B. Wynne) read some excellent ideas on the Equality of man; als 
several remarks on Education, which were equally as, applausible, as any that 
have hitherto been presented to Society: The President then, proceeded tu 


read his Composition on the Beauties of Spring, which contained a variety 


of pleasing remarks but no less pleasing than, excellent. After which there 
was a profound silence for some time. Society then adjourned 
RECORDED BY THE SFCRETARY, SIGNED BY THE PRES 

L. M. GREEN T. J. NANCI 


TEMPERANCE ADDRESS BY THOMAS J. NANCI 


The New Salem Temperance Society was organized in 1831 by Dr 
John Allen? at whose home the meetings were held. At the annual meeting 
on November 7, 1833, secretary Samuel Dutton reported seventy-six mem 


bers in good §tanding, an increase of twenty-four. Six members were expelle 


Dr. Allen was born in Vermont and graduated trom Dartmouth College in 
1828. Coming to New Salem in the winter of 1830-1831 to practice medicine, he 
erected a three-room flush-notch log cabin for his othce and home on two lots which 
he bought for $25 from James Pantier. Pantier, born in Kentucky in 1779, had 
come to Illinois in 1815 and to Sand Ridge, Sangamon (now Menard) County in 
182¢ In 1834 Allen married Mary F. Moore ot the Indian Point neighborhood 
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for breach of rules and one withdrew at the request of the church The 
minutes of the Society are not known to be extant, but the manuscript of 
the following address, delivered by Nance on February 26, 1834 “By the re- 


quest of the Managers,” is in the possession of the Nance family 


RESPECTED FRIENDS: 

I presume that Temperance, in the present acceptation of the Term, 
been much the theme of ridicule, if not of musrepresentation. From 
change required by this Reformation in the use of ardent spirits, I have 
ways expected to meet Opposition; no one should be judged hastily for not 
at once being convinced; the subject is still of recent agitation; the habit 
which is attempted to be reformed has been of long duration. It comes in 
direct competition with an old, well riveted appetite-chained custom. We 
are Creatures governed more, in general, by custom than reason, tho’ we are 
hardly willing to acknowledge the truth of this remark. We are also sus- 
pecting beings. Hence on the origin of any new Institution, we hear cavil 
and opposition, whether it be good or bad. It seems from this principle of 
our nature, that we are made to doubt the good intention of every theory that 
demands a change in our conduct. We are apt to put a bad construction on 
every system new or foreign. Were it not for this prejudice against modern 
theories, we might often reap the Benefits of enlightened Reason, before our 
dull faculties can be aroused to a spirit of inquiry. We need not go back to 
the history of Columbus to illustrate this opinion, for I am certain that the 
Temperance advocate daily experiences its truth. We at first, find every per- 
son opposed to the change, before they wait to hear reasons for or against; so 
confident are we that whatever is, is right, in human affairs. We forget that 
the march of the mind is continual; that we live to improve, that genius & 


reason will invent: and that truth should 


sanction. 

The existence of such a thing as a Temperance society should not create 
astonishment. But the great wonder is, that it was not tho't of sooner. “Tis 
with this, as with most other great systems; man was driven to it; & that by 
facts, in which no one has any separate interest, yes, the remedy forced itself 
upon him from the existence of truths which concern each of you. It is not 
composed Or got up, by parties OF Sects ot designing men, as some erroneously 
suppose; but it is an enterprize of pure benevolence & patriotism in which 
the religious & irreligious of all sects, parties & stations in life, have engaged 
for the purpose of suppressing one of the most direful scourges that ever 
visited the civilized wo[{r}ld. They have united, hoping to dry up some of 
the deepest fountains of disease, crime, poverty, blasphemy, indolence, need- 
He moved to Petersburg in 1839, where he continued to practice until his death 
1863. He is buried in Rose Hill Cemetery near Petersburg 

A devout Presbyterian, Dr. Allen held religious services and School” 
in his New Salem home. He was active in turthering the division of Sangamon 
County. An ardent Whig, Dr. Allen supported Lincoln in his political ambitions, 


and in their lasting friendship Lincoln tound companionship 
~Sangamo Journal, Nov. 30, 183 
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less taxes, orphan’s tears, & widows broken hearts. If then these be the 4 
signs of the Temperance reformers, who can be opposed to hear us at least, 


while we reason with you & each other upon the great good that may be ac- 


complished by our complete success; and this without your time, your money, 


or the sacrifice of any real benetit 
Everything we wish done is this, cease to use or countenance the use of 


ardent spirit, you & your families. And this you should do for these weighty 


reasons: 
Ist. Men can live & labour without their usc, better, we think, than with 


t. Perhaps you would like some proot of this, well. I shall only ask you to 


look at some man who uses not one drop or ask some person who belongs to 


the side of entire abstinence, if he does not feel as well and as strong as he 


formerly did; and in both cases you will probably be told, that the change 
was much for the better in point of qualification for every manly employment; 
and a clear saving of much time and money. Then if 1 be seen that one man 
] 


has done without ardent spirit, without even wanting them: shall not we be 


allowed to affirm the same of the species, of all men. No man ever yet loved 
his dram till he cultivated a taste for it. This is a thing that most of us are 
unconscious of, for our mothers generally do this for us when quite young 
Thousands have had the courage to cease their use, and we affirm that nature 


result to every one, to 


t 


does not need such a help; that much good is the 
families & society without exception 

A second reason why you should quit the use of intoxicating liquors is, 
while the moderate drinker continues we never Can rid ourselves & posterity 
of the evils that grow out of their excessive use This we all know. If there 
were no moderate drinkers, drunkenness would cease, after a short period. I 
need not refer you to the practice of the ancient Grecians, to make their slaves 
in order to make then 


drunk once a year in the presence of their children, 1 
abhor the idea of such immorality, that you may believe my assertion For | 
flatter myself that there 1s not a rational man present, who would doubt its 
claim to truth. I say, if none were to drink except those who drink to ex 
cess. the evil would of itself die with its victims: all would rank it with the 
basest of human crimes; none would dare to sip the impious cup, when in 
his senses, which promised him nothing but expense, ill-feeling, poverty. 
crime. disease, dishonor, disappointment, & a continual decay of every thing 
worthy in the moral character of man. 

Who then are they who perpetuate the evil, if the sot does not? Is any 
man influenced to drink by the example of the inebriate? Certainly not 
The blame then must unavoidably rest on the moderate drinker. What! says 
one. have I been contributing to it too? We answer yes You by your ex- 
ample have assisted to make men think the practice, an honorable, generous, 
You told him of 18 {years} that there was no harm in drink- 


and useful one. 
that if he had sense he would not hurt himself: he believed 


ing moderately: 


you. He to be generous, hands in his first treat. O he’s very certain that he 
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can govern himself. He abhors the thou't, of being a drunkard. You would 
insult his honor to advise him to be careful lest he be overtaken & overcome 
by strong drink. Time goes on, all's well with him. He goes to his bottle 
daily & pursuades himself that he could not do without their assistance to 
enliven his sluggish feelings. Their utility he fancies increases, he needs 
them 3 times a day—yes 4 or 5 times help him, so he goes on. His property 
at lenght [s7c} fails to increase;—still he heeds it not. The merchant's bill 
is very large. Suppose him by this time to have a smart tamily on his hands, 
a lovely sweet-tempered female. He loved her dearly. Little did she think 
of any thing but happiness with him. Years pass away. He often has busi- 
ness in Town—loves fun & amusement—he attends courts, elections & horse 
races. Here the bounding bowl is handed around with many encomiums 


the stripling stands by & longs to become one of the party. In this way the 


habit it gains respectability. The man becomes so engaged, that he cannot 
get his company off till dark. They take their last drink & mount—all teel 
well; they have nothing to disturb them—not even their worse than widowed 


wives; lo; one of this motley crew is a cripple, hear him boast, he fancies he 


can dance like a fury;—Another is clumsy & unwieldy, he swears he can run 
like a buck:—Another is weak & puny, he can life like Sampson and fight 
like Hercules;—but up comes another. thinly habited in rags-—perhaps not 


worth a groat, he offers to bet thousands & to accomplish impossibilities. He 


feels as rich as Croesus on his throne. O! deceived, deluded men! Could you 
drink of the cup of sorrow’s containing the bitterest dregs, with your melan- 
choly wives & neglected children, you would surely let fall one sympathetic 
tear. By & by, all reach home—no pleasure is seen to sparkle, no smile to 
greet his welcome. O she beholds his tottering steps & bursts into tears, he 
upbraids her weakness. She cries, & pleads with him to forsake his ways, he 
grows angry & threatens her with blows. Never, never after this is his aftec- 
tion the same; he grows indolent & fond fof} every thing like rudeness, still 
imagines he can govern himself. But his farm & buildings go to decay— 
at last after repeated drunken fits, the Lawyer & the sheriff sweep [away 


the whole of his estate: he now for the first time 1s made to doubt the recti 


tude of his conduct—to get away from trouble he goes to the bottle of friend- 


ship, as he thinks it, and drinks to awful excess. Deceiving friends, as all are 
apt to be in his eyes call for their money—he is unable to pay his wife & 


le, their property is sold to satisfy debts 


children are driven from their firesic 
he cannot pay. Thus adversity lays his unwelcome hand on a harmless female, 
who, after all hope is gone, sinks under the weight of grief & shame & returns 
to her mother earth; after living a life of despair & wretchedness less to be 
desired than death itself. But what becomes of this sprightly youth who 
once tho't it no harm to drink: trace him a few more steps; disease begins to 
undermine his robust consti{tujtion and he finally dies in a scene of debauch 
Thus dies a man, whose prospects in early {life} were as fair as yours. But 
unfortunate{ly} for him he knew not his own weakness:—he knew not the 


strength of appetite & custom 


: 
e ne 
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This picture of the drunkard is not an imaginary one. Too true indeed. 


[ wish that all of it were ideal fancy; that nothing of its kind had ever tran- 
spired among men. Who is there here that has never seen nor known any- 
thing of such misfortune? Where, 1s the Town or grocery that has not tts 
victims of intemperance? I know of no such place in this our boasted country. 
Many have taken pains to collect facts on this subject & and all assure us that 
the cost and amount of evil are alarming. From the best information the peo- 
ple of this nation consume 60,000,000 gallons ot spirits annually, much ot 
this is imported. The Baltimore Gazette remarks that the number of gallons 
of wines imported into this country, during the year 1832, was, 5,326,094, 
upon which the duties amounted to $837,249.83 cts. more than 1/5 wine. 
Now, when recollected that we have more than 40,000 d7{st7/ilertes, and a 
population of nearly 14,000,000, composing large cities and thousands of 
towns & villages, & that every one of these Consumes more or less, | think 
no one will be tempted to adopt the absurd opinion that we receive very little 
injury from their consumption among us. Will any one presume to say, that 
there is no need for reformation? When therefore we take into consideration 
the amount of grain, no. of hands required to attend distilleries, loss of time, 
money, health & morals & every thing that’s dear to society by ardent spirits 
not to say any thing of the poverty, misery, tears, & millions of oaths vo- 
ciferated over the drunken cup, we feel a deep concern for an abatement of 
the whole 
Tho’ I know that our acquaintances opposed to Temperance are apt to 
think our estimate exaggerated & unfair. If such a friend be present, let me 
ask him, whether he has taken pains to calculate for himself, whether he has 
an idea correctly of the quantity of foreign spirits consumed in the United 
States, and of the mischief they have done. If he has not done this 1 think 
him under obligation to do it. There are many who feel willing to join in 
this laudable effort to do good; but some are kept back for this, that or the 
other reason. Some think it is a money making machine: well agreed, this 
is what most men like. But who makes the money? The abstainer makes, 
or saves it and Franklin tells us that a “sixpence saved is worth as much as one 
earned”. Others tenacious of their rights, fear that some evil will result, & 
therefore will not join. This is all a matter of conjecture. There is no data 
tor such a supposition. And if we be allowed to conjecture too, tis probable 
that a thousand goods will be the rewards to all men, where one evil shall 
arise. I believe that it is accounted a good principle in Philosophy to choose 
the safe side, in all matters of doubt and uncertainty 
There is one advantage in choosing the side of abstinence, then viz: It 
you do not drink, you aever can be injured by ardent spirits, directly; you will 
certainly never be a drunkard. If you do drink, you may loose some time & 
some money that might be better applied: And you have no proof that you 
will never drink to excess, any more than the confirmed sot had, when he 
tasted the first dram. For ve no idea that any man in existence ever de- 
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to make himselt drunkard No, every one thot that he 
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ipologies & objections that can be offered to this reforma- 


o believe, that if it were possible to collect every drunkard 
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With pleasure we refer the interest of this cause to the ladies. We know 
that your influence in society is very great. Man in every condition of life 
needs some soft hand to urge him on, & stimulate him to discharge his duty 
Is it not a lamentable truth that man too often prostitutes his boasted faculties 
to the destruction of female happiness! — Is it not to be lamented that while 
the father & the brother, have been feasting upon the tlowing bow], many of 
your sex, have drunk the bitterest of sorrow’s dregs, and their best endeavors 
{have been} paralyzed by an important union with a lover of ardent spirits 
These truths authorize the opinion, that the success of the Temperance Re- 
form will brighten your fairest prospects; and add much to your social en- 
joyment by a better cultivation of those amiable dispositions requisite to your 


temporal welfare. 


LETTER OF MARY OWENS TO THOMAS J. NANCI 


Mary S. Owens was born September 29, 1808 in Green County, Ken- 
tucky, a daughter of Nathaniel and Nancy (Graham) Owens. In 1833 and 
again in 1836-1838 she visited her sister Elizabeth (Mrs. Bennett Abell) at 
New Salem. During the second visit she resumed her acquaintance with 
Abraham Lincoln, recently re-elected to the legislature. Three letters from 
Lincoln to Mary appear in the Collected Works of Abraham Lincoln ( Abra- 
ham Lincoln Association edition),” and Lincoln's Other Mary, by Olive 
Carruthers and R. Gerald McMurtry, goes into considerable detail on their re- 
lations. 

The Owens and Nance families had been neighbors in Kentucky. This 
letter was written by Mary to Thomas J. Nance after the latter had been in 


Illinois two and a half years 


RURAL RETIREMENT GREEN Cty Ky APRIL THE TI1TH 1835 

DEAR THOMAS 
To perpetuate that friendship, which has ever existed in my Bosom, 
towards your Fathers family, is the design of this letter. Though I cannot 
forbear remarking here, that on the part of you, and Parthena,'’ there seemed 
a disposition, for a correspondence to cease, when Mr. Henry'’ was the bearer 
of several letters to your acquaintances in this Cty, and my name, not even 
mentioned. My feelings at the moment, felt deeply, and I determined, as you 
had set the example, to profit by it, but we are commanded to do good for 
evil, and in this particular, I am resolved to obey the injunction. You are 
well aware Thomas, that in writing you this letter, | am transgressing the cir- 


cumscribed limits, laid down by tyrranical custom, for our sex. But why 


'T: 54-55, 78-79, 94-95. Lincoln's letter to Mrs. Orville H. Browning, April 1, 
1838 (thid., 1: 117-19,) facetiously describes their relationship 
’ Parthena Nance, sister of Thomas (see note 2) 
Jefferson Henry of Green County, Kentucky. He had been a member of the 
same literary society as Mary Owens and Thomas Nance at the Owens Seminary. 
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should I not indulge in this harmless gratification, prompted by genuine teel 
ings of friendship? Wherein consists the impropriety of my corresponding 


with an absent Friend, and admiting at the same time, that Friend to be a 


Gentleman? We are beings formed for social intercourse, and I hold it ad- 


led, it 


be an innocent one. Then, if | am condemned by the cold, unteeling and 


missable for us, to draw pleasure from what ever source we can, provi 


fastidious of either Sex, I care nor, fo trust, my Heart, has learned to rise 
superior to those groveling feelings, dictated by bosoms, that are callous to 
every refined emotion. I am much pleased to learn, that you intend visiting 
Green this Spring, for I] can safely say, (without the slightest tinge of flattery 


that you have many Friends here, whose Hearts beat high, at the though 


seeing you again, for my own part, I frankly acknowledge, that to me, it would 


be a treat of no every day occurence, to see Thomas, and talk about days of 


Auld lang Sine I can with pleasure say to you, that the infant cause of 
Temperance (which you left) has almost grown into: manhood, sheding 
abroad its benign intluence through our land. We now and then have an 
opposer on this subject, but they are fast hideing theire diminisl ed Heads, be 
tore the bursts of light perceptable to the most casual observer. From Mr 


d met with, among your Anti-Temper 


ance friends, and some of them, I fear, are allied to me, by the ties of con 


Henry, I learn the opposition you ha 


sanguinity. Patience, and perseverance, will accomplish wonders, and you I 
sincerely hope, will ere long, reap the rewar 1 of your exertions. I know of 
no recent changes among your acquaintances, except the Marriage of Mr 
Thomas Henry.'? to Miss Certly, a Cousin of his. Jefferson is still single, 
retaining as much life and Vivacity as ever I saw Sam Sympson 
since, he was well, and speaks of visiting your State, perhaps, this F: 
will leave Green in a short time for Missouri, but says he intends 
in May, the opinion | believe, generally prevails, that Miss White, a Siste 
Daniels,'! is the attraction which draws him back. Nancy and Ellen'” are 
here, and will not leave u ‘all, at which time they contemplate on moveing 
Hlinots 

Say to Parthena, if she 1s not ma 1. chat I will not ask a letter of her, 
but it would be greatfully received at any time, when she can from interest, 
or amusement, write to her neglectec 

You will not fail to present my to your Father & Mother'” in a 
particular manner, not forgeting Allen’’ and Parthena, and except for your 
self. the sincere regard of your Friend, 

MARY S OWENS 


Brother ot Jetterson Henry 
Samuel Sympson wi | 

Daniel P. White, also a member ot the literary ciety at the Ower 
Nancy and Ellen Owens, Mary's halt-sisters ney t 

J. Nance are in the Nance tamily recor 
Zachariah and Elizabeth Bingley ( Morris) Nance 
Allen Q. Nance, brother 1 
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Seminary 
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Abraham Lincoln: the Prairie Years and t/ ar Years. By Carl Sandburg 


) 


(Harcourt, Brace and Company New York, 1954. Pp. 74: 


S7 SO 

Like the life of the man whom it portrays in such vivid and compelling 
words, this book “belongs to the ages.” Carl Sandburg, recognized as one of 
the most noted Lincoln scholars, has compressed the study of a lifetime into 
742 pages that give readers a “you are the re’ feeling about Lincoln, the places 
where he lived, the problems he faced, and the world as it was during that 
critical period. Few writers who had labored so long and so zealously 1n set- 
ting down over a million and a half caretully selected words would ever at- 
tempt the feat of eliminating more than two-thirds of them. But in distilling 
his monumental Prarie Years and War Years trom six volumes into one, 
Sandburg has performed an even more monumental work by giving the world 
the story of Lincoln in one volume as only Sandburg could write it. This 
book will take its place along with Lord Charnwood's and Benjamin P 
Thomas’ in the group of essential one-volume Lincoln biographies 

Simply because there has been so much written about Lincoln, it has be 
come increasingly difficult for the layman like myself to know where to locate, 
within a reasonable compass, a true and clear picture of the man and his times 
In this volume the reader will find a rapidly moving account of a Lincoln who 
gathered strength and character from the rolling prairies and wooded hills of 
the Midwest to withstand the hurricanes of abuse, the tides of political in 


trigue and the passionate storms of hatred that assailed him. Students of his- 


tory and politics will find in it stirring events told in proper perspective 


Those with literary inclinations will be carried along by the style—the short, 


sharp Sandburgian sentences depicting dramatic events contrasted with the 
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Lincoln-told anecdotes, repeated in chuckling phrases, rolling along from 
comma to comma. The inclusion of a number of these, with their tension- 
relieving humor yet their aptness of illustration, makes Lincoln's rise to pre- 
eminence more understandable 

In the hearts of most of us there is a monument to Lincoln's greatness, 
sturdy and beautiful like the memorial to him 1 tal. From 


Sandburg’s book we can fill that monument with memort his humor 


his compassion for all people, his political « h and his 
marvelous CApacily meet ill manne 


Cambridge, Illinoi W. D. OLSON 


a Novel About Mary Todd and Abraham Lincoln. By 
Stone Doubleday & Company, Inc ard 
Pp 1OS 83.9 


The Hlinois State Historical Library has been interested 
research on this biographical—rather than historical—novel 
versial figure of Mary Todd Lincoln since its inception ‘ebruary, 1952. Not 
only were 1tS resources put at his disp sal, but proof ot the complete 1 book 
was read and suggestions made, some of which were incorporated in the pub- 
lished text 


Many readers have queried as to th istorical accuracy of Love Is Et 


The accepted facts of Mary Todd Lincoln's life have been followed fair 


Stone has taken some liberties in frouping events time-wise, 
in the incident between John T. Stuart and Stephen A. Douglas (pp. 35 
h occurred the year before Mary came to Springfield 
Armstrong trial (p and Lincoln's tr ith the Todd 
442-45 
Among conflicting accounts Stone has chosen some 


of doubtful authenticity. There is no historical record 


in Indiana supposedly willed to Mary by her mother (pp. 62, 
PI 


was one of the managers of the Whig rally in Springfield 


in | 

but is not listed among the many speakers (p. 84 The Houghan 

B. 8. Edwards) house—still standing—is of brick, not wood (p. 101). Lin- 
coln’s letter of April 1, 1838 to Mrs. Orville H. Browning describing his 


courtship of Mary Owens could not have been shown to Mary by Mrs. Simeon 
Francis in 1841 (p. 125 
Stone's version of the broken engagement and the wedding arranged 


he license was pro- 


for January 1, 1841 (pp. 117-19) fails to explain when t 
cured. Nor does Ninian Edwards’ opposition to Abraham as a husband for 
his sister-in-law accord with William Yates statement to Lincoln on May 


22. 1863 that “I heard Mr. Edwards say he helped you to get your wife 


2 
Love Is I Irving ong 
1954 
as 
) 
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Ppp 
be 
Lincoln | 
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Little Eddie Lincoln's funeral was on the morning of Saturday, Febru- 
ary 2, 1850, the day after his death, rather than on Sunday (p. 203). Lincoln's 
hypochondria in the 1850's (pp 217ff.) is exaggerated. Since he was not 
away for “two months” during 1856 Mary could not have had the house re- 
modeled into a two-story structure without Abraham's knowledge (p. 265) 

Only one questionable reminiscence places Mary | incoln at the Ottawa 
debate (p. 284). Lincoln could hardly have escorted Mary to St. Louts on 
his way to Kansas in 1859, as he was in Springfield on Monday, November 
28 and spoke in Elwood, Kansas on Wednesday evening. Thus he did not 
arrive on December 2, the day John Brown was executed (p. 306) 

Stone follows a number of other writers who have erred in attributing a 
description of Lincoln's manner of speaking at Cooper Union to Noah 
Brooks (p. 309). Brooks was in California and did not come East until late 
in 1862. 

One wonders what proof there is for Mary's trip to Decatur at the time 
of the state Republican convention 1n May, 1860 (p. 311). ¢ andidate Lin- 


coln’s friends raised $10,000, not $5,000, to pay campaign expenses 1 


Springfield in 1860 (p. 317). The story of Lincoln and Ann Rutledge was 


published in the Menard County Axis ot Petersburg—not the “Menard, IIl1- 


nois, Axis” (p. 389). 


Veterans of Forts Henry and Donelson would scarcely have conceded 


that Shiloh was “the first major victory of the war , 593 Vicksburg s 
capture did not put the entire Mississippi into Union hands (p. 420); not 
until Port Hudson surrendered six days later was the river tree 

Rutgers University Press was responsible only for the privting ot The 
Collected Works of Abraham Lincoln, the editing was done by the Abraham 
Lincoln Association of Springfield (p. 464). Although Stone did his re 
search on Mary Lincoln simultaneously with but independent of Ruth Painter 
Randall. the omission of her Mary Lincoln: Biography of 4 Marriage trom his 
ll turn to as a trust- 


worthy listing of the books written about Mrs. Lincoln up to the date of its 


bibliography (p. 465) 1s a flaw in what many people wi 


publication 

These historical discrepancies, noted at random, are the more regrettable 
because the fascinating style of Lore Is Eternal and its popularity (A Literary 
Guild selection, published abridged in The Readers Digest of Condensed 
Books and over 90,000 copies sold at bookstores) will make it the source of 
knowledge about Abraham and Mary Lincoln for many. Stone has justly 
received high praise for his fine background study of Lexington and Spring- 
field. His painstaking study of the Lincoins and their milieu has resulted in 
a volume, sympathetic and generally accurate, which once picked up is hard 


to lay down. H. E. P 
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Life of Abraham Lincoln: a Short. Mlustrated Biography. By Stetan 
Lorant. (The New American Library of World Literature, Inc 
New York, 1955. Pp 256. 50 cents 


) 


There are 180 illustrations on 108 of the 256 pages of this book for 


those who like pictorial biography. They include sixteen page-size pictures 
of Lincoln without a beard, and a like number of the bearded President. The 
photograph of Lincoln in his coffin is from the only known original print, 
now in the Illinois State Historical Library. In no other volume can you get 
so many fine Lincoln portraits for the price as in this Signet Key Book 
There are eight pages each of pictures of “The Houses Where He Lived, 
Family and Friends,” “Generals and the Cabinet,” and “Highlights of His 
Life.” Reproductions of most of the cartoons are too small to be informative 
The text is well balanced between Lincoln's first fifty-two years and his 
four years in the presidency. However, the page and a half devoted to Lin- 
coln’s twenty some years as a lawyer is inadequate. The necessary generaliza- 


tions have led to several errors which the author will correct in a subsequent 


printing. The book has no bibliography, footnotes or index, and no proper 


acknowledgments of the location of original lett and documents used in 
facsimile 
This Ilastrated Biography was first published a cloth binding i1 


fall of 1954 by McGraw-Hill Book Company, Inc r $3.50 


Brothers: New 
York, 19595 Pp 504. Sd 


This is an hour-by-hour chronology of the activities of everyone con- 


nected with John Wilkes Booth and Abraham Lincoln in the last twenty 


four hours and twenty-two minutes of the President's life. There is a chapter 
t 


> 


for each hour from 7 A.M. Friday, April 14 to 7:22 A.M Saturday, April 15, 
when death came nine hours after the shot was fired 

In two additional chapters Bishop tells the story of the earlier abortive 
attempt to kidnap the President. As the nonentities sniveling around Booth, 
their source of food and liquor—-Paine, Atzerodt, Herold, etc.—are intro 
duced, the reader comes to loathe them and is amazed that even one of them 
played any active part in the murder plans of that Good Friday evening 
There is only disgust for Booth’s stupidity in proclaiming himself a hero in 
Southern eyes once the murder 1s committed 

You wish that Secretary of War Stanton had allowed Major Thomas T 
Eckert to accompany Mr. and Mrs. Lincoln to Ford's Theatre. Eckert, a man 


of great strength, might have downed Booth before the fatal shot, or before 


, 
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the eleven-foot leap to the stage, his strong arms wresting the knife from the 
assassin’s hands. There is, however, even in Bishop's account of Stanton’s 
bumbling detective work after the assassination, no such sinister undercur- 
rent of suspicion as in Otto Eisenschiml’s Why Was Ling oln Murdered 

The long mid-day cabinet meeting, with Lincoln, 1 and tired, working 
for unity on reconstruction plans with his advisers, is good reading. One 
rejoices at the rise of the President's spirits and wishes him a pleasant car- 
riage ride at 5 P.M. with Mrs. Lincoln, 

Tension mounts as Booth makes final preparations at the theater and 
calls his last rendezvous with his grisly crew, and the presidential carriage 
arrives. Seated in the box, almost invisible to the audience but enjoying the 
play, you turn to examine John F. Parker, the Pre sident’s guard, and find him 
not on duty but in a nearby saloon. Why was such a known worthless scamp 
ever assigned to the White House? 

The reader will like and respect twenty-three-year-old Dr. Charles Leal 
the first physician to touch the dying Lincoln, and stand beside him and watch 
his hand clasping that of the President, hoping for a moment of consciousness 
before death comes. The reader also will share the vigil of Mrs. Lincoln, 
Robert, the cabinet and other notables 

Bishop's book may be, as he says, “pretty much a journalistic job,” but 
it will transport Book-of-the-Month Club readers and others ninety years into 
the past. The two-page bibliography omits many essential volumes such as 
the one by Eisenschiml, and the four-page index is almost equally inadequate 


Lincoln and Douglas: The Years of Decision. By Regina Z. Kelly. (Random 
House: New York, 1954. Pp. 184. $1.50 

Mary Todd Lincoln, Gul of the Bluegrass. By Katharine |} Wilkie. Bobbs 
Merrill Company, Inc.: Indianapolis, 1954. Pp. 192 S| 


Nancy Hanks, Kentucky Girl. By Augusta Stevenson. (Bobbs Merrill Con 


pany, Inc Indianapolis, 1954. Pp. 192. $1.75.) 
Honest Abe. the Story of Abraham Lincoin. By Harry J Albus. (Wm. B 
Eerdmans Publishing Company Grand Rapids, Mich. 1954. Pp 


83. $1.00 


The Jatter part of 1954 saw the publication of an unusual number of 
books for young people on the Lincoln story. Regina Kelly's Lincoln and 
Douglas traces the history of slavery from the Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854 
to Lincoln’s inauguration in 1861, with its political implications, in language 


that teen-agers understand. There are chapters on the rise of Douglas and of 


| 
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Lincoln, the birth of the Republican Party, and the troubles in Kansas. Par 
ticularly well done is the story of Lincoln's nomination, election and journey 
to Washington. This volume is one of the fifty commendable Landmark 
Books issued by Random House. The illustrations are good, the makeup at 


tractive, and the index adequate 


The volumes on Lincoln's wife and his mother are in Bobbs Merrill's 


Childhood of Famous Americans Series. Delightfully written stories of Mary 


Todd's childhood and youth in Lexington, Kentucky, with exquisite illustra 


{ 
tions make Katharine Wilkie’s book recommended reading. It should be most 
effective if read aloud. Mary Todd is active, high-spirited, constantly find 


ing new adventures, devoted to her pony Snowball and to the principle of 
learning by doing. The last two chapters tell about Mary's life in Springfield 
(1839-1861) and in the White House (1861-1865 


ICSi 


Though all the known facts concerning Nancy Hanks Lincoln, the I 
dents mother, can be written in a Very few pages, Miss Stevenson weaves to 
gether enough imaginative material to make a small book. Adept at story 
telling, this is her nineteenth but not her best book in the series 

Th | 


e Albus biography of Lincoln for children, stutted 
biblical references and questionable quotations of Lincoln, bares the author's 


Ww ith pious phrase 


unfamiliarity with the known) facts The book hardly to 


historical fiction 


Three Lincoln Masterpieces. Cooper Institute Speec Gettyshure Ad 
Second Inaneural. By Benjamin Barondess Education Foundation 
of West Virginia, Inc.: Charleston, 1954. Pp. 146. $3.00 


Readers will agree that Barondess has selected three of Lincoln's master- 
pieces. Each 1s read and quoted, and has an honored place in today’s an 


thologies 
] ] } } 
Phe author, a student of oratory and of Lincoln's life, has traced the Dack 


ground and the occasion of each speech and analyzed each. Lincoln's quota 


tidns from the Bible are explained, words have been classified according to 


the number of syllables, and the standing of the addresses in the fields of 


literature and oratory is set forth. The author's high regard for Lincoln's 


forensic efforts is clear 

Newspaper reaction to the Second Inaugural is quoted extensively. The 
text of the addresses is taken from the Collected Works of Abraham Lincoln 
(Abraham Lincoln Association edition, 1953). Footnotes are in the back of 
} 


the book along with a satisfactory index 


H. E. P j 
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LINCOLN DAY OBSERVANCES 


Governor William G. Stratton headed a large group who paid homage 
to the memory of Abraham Lincoln in ceremonies at his Tomb in Oak Ridge 
Cemetery during the twenty-first annual pilgrimage of the American Legion 
on February 12. Fifteen wreaths were placed at the Tomb by representatives 
of the Legion and associated organizations, including Colonel Richard D. 
Boerem, senior army adviser, Illinois National Guard, on behalf of President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower; Seaborn P. Collins, national commander of the 


Legion; Mrs. Percy A. Lainson, national president, American Legion Aux- 


iliary; Irving Breakstone, commander of the department of Illinois; and Mrs 
Omar J. McMackin, Illinois department president of the auxiliary 
Despite sub-zero weather several other groups and a large number of 


individuals also visited the Tomb during the day. Twenty members of the 


Sangamon County Bar Association hiked the two miles from the courthouse 
to the Tomb, as has been their custom for some years 

On the following day the Illinois department of the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars made their annual pilgrimage, as did national president Joseph Barr 
and representatives of the Jewish War Veterans 

Also on Lincoln's Birthday were the ceremonies marking the opening 
to the public of the second floor and the redecorated first floor of the Lincoln 
Home (see pages 5-27). Brief addresses were made by Robert G. Miley, 
superintendent of the Division of Parks and Memorials, representing Gov- 
ernor Stratton, and by Mrs. Edward Price of Chicago, president of the Na- 
tional Society of the Colonial Dames of America in the State of Illinois. Mrs. 
William T. Bacon of Winnetka, chairman of the historical activities com- 


mittee of the Colonial Dames, and Mr. Miley cut the ribbon across the door 
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way. Following the ceremony, the Colonial Dames and their guests toured 


the Lincoln shrines and the Executive Mansion, and attended a tea at the 


State Historical Library. 


SPRING TOUR AT JACKSONVILLE MAY 13-14 


Ray A. Billington, professor of history at Northwestern University, will 
speak on “Savagery vs. Civilization on the American Frontier: the Fur Trap- 
pers” at the Friday dinner of the spring meeting of the Illinois State Historical 
Society in Jacksonville. Other speakers on the two-day program, May 13-14, 
will be Walter B. Hendrickson, professor of history and government at Mac- 
Murray College, discussing the early history of the state institutions in Jack- 
sonville; Ernest G. Hildner, Jr., dean and professor of history at Hlinois Col 
lege, on the early history of the colleges of Illinois; and Carl E. Robinson, 
Jacksonville attorney and member of the board of trustees of Illinois College. 
on the national figures associated with Jacksonville. The speaker Saturday 
evening will be Francis X. Busch, Chicago attorney and author 

C. P. McClelland, past president of the Society, is general chairman 
William K. Selden, president of Illinois College, is chairman of the pro- 
gram committee. When arrangements are complete members of the So- 
ciety will receive a printed program and reservation blanks. Headquarters 
will be at the Dunlap Hotel. Tours are being planned to include the Braille 
and Sight-Saving Institution and the Illinois School for the Deaf, Jackson- 


ville’s industrial plants and historic sites 


LINCOLN ISSUE OF JUNIOR HISTORIAN 


The Ilimois Juntor Historian magazine, sponsored by the Illinois State 
Historical Society, published its seventh annual Abraham Lincoln issue in 
February. The cover design, a profile drawing of a head of Lincoln, was done 
by Ralph Peterson of Rock Island. Joan Kielyan of Vandalia wrote a story 
on Volk’s life mask of Lincoln and illustrated it by a photograph which she 
took and processed. The other articles in the issue are by Michael Dry, 
Chicago; Laurel Cappa and Lynn Dewey, Dixon; Bill Walsh, Dwight; Joanna 
Norris, Jacksonville; Alison Lee Knight and Diane Priller, Oregon; Gary R. 
Planck, Pekin; Wallace Wold, Rockford; and Joyce Ann Stark, Waukegan 
Among these articles are: “Robert R. Hitt, Helpful Reporter’; “First Oil 
Painting of Lincoln’; “Lincoln's Visit to Waukegan”; “The Portrait on the 
Penny’: “Ingenious Abe: Patent No. 6469"; “Lincolns and Grigsbys at Pigeon 
Creek. 

Copies of this issue are available at 20 cents each from Elwin W. Sig- 


mund, director of the Junior Historian program 
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TWENTY-FIVE YEARS OF LINCOLN CALENDARS 

In 1931 the Chicago & Hlinois Midland Railway Company put out a 
calendar with a picture of the Lincoln Home. From 1932 through 1955 the 
company’s annual calendar has featured a color reproduction of a specially 
commissioned painting of some phase of Lincoln's life, with approximately 
a hundred words of explanatory text. Black-and-white reproductions of the 
complete series of pictures, with reprints of the texts, appear in the February 
issue of Camco News, the company’s magazine. A reproduction of the famous 
Lincoln photograph taken by Alexander Gardner in November, 1863 ( Me- 
serve 59) is on the cover, and there is also a letter from President Fred L 
Schrader of the railroad, and photographs and biographical sketches of Paul 
M. Angle and Jay Monaghan who wrote the texts, and Reynolds Jones, artist 
for the last eight years. The paintings from 1932 through 1944 were by 
Fletcher Ransom, and from 1945 through 1947 by Lane K. Newberry 

The first twenty pictures concern Lincoln's New Salem years; the last four 
depict him as a circuit rider, candidate for the Senate, presidential nominee, 


and bidding farewell to Springfield. 


LINCOLN SCHOLARS HONORED 


Bruce Catton, Pulitzer Prize winner for his A Stillness at Appomatt 
the last of a trilogy of Civil War books, was awarded the Lincoln Diploma of 
Honor for 1954 by Lincoln Memorial University on June 7, 1954. 

Mrs. Ruth Painter Randall was awarded a degree of doctor of literature 
by MacMurray College, Jacksonville, in recognition of her contribution as 
author of Mary Lincoln: Biography of a Marriage, at ceremonies on June 

Dr. and Mrs. Harry E. Pratt were awarded doctorates of literature by 
Lincoln College, Lincoln, Hlinois, on May 31 in a unique joint citation for 
their contributions to Lincolniana and Illinois history 

Dr. J. T. Dorris, author of Pardon and Amnesty under Lincoln and 
Johnson, was awarded the degree of doctor of letters at the one hundred and 


twenty-fifth anniversary celebration of Ilinois College on January 14, 1955 


BOOKLET ABOUT SPRINGFIELD 


The Springfield Association of Commerce and Industry has published an 
attractive thirty-six-page booklet setting forth the capital city’s advantages as 
a business and industrial location. Titled A Look at Springfield, Minors it 
contains much current factual information in easy-to-digest form under such 
headings as “Resources,” “Transportation,” “Labor” and “Utilities.” The sec- 
tion “This Is Springfield” which covers the city’s government and civic enter- 
prises is particularly comprehensive but the “Historical” part fails to do justice 


to the subject. 
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ACTIVITIES OF LOCAL HISTORICAL SOCIETIES 


The November program of the Alton Area Historical Society was de- 
voted to Illinois state parks. A color film from the state Department of 
Conservation was shown by Horace Wollerman. Officers elected at this 


mecting include: John J. Lemp, president; Clarence Sargent, vice-president; 


Mrs. William Walter, treasurer; Margaretha Zeltmann, secretary. 

In December “Christmas through the Years” was presented by Mesdames 
Frank J. Stobbs, Thomas Morgan, Allen Lawrence, Bert Waggoner and Harry 
L. Meyer 


At the January mecting of the Edwards County Historical Society Lelia 


Allison presented to the group her recently completed book The History of 


Wayne Count) Mrs. Carro Craig Long spoke about a school opened in 


Albion September 25, 1839 by her great-grandmother Mary A. Craig. 


Knox County Historic Sites, Incorporated, held its second annual dinner 


) 


on January 25 at the Knoxville Presbyterian Church. Glenn Glass, a fourth- 
generation Knox County resident who has a remarkable collection of Indian 
relics, talked to the group about the Indians who lived in Knox County 
William Foley, Alvah Gehring, Gene Hebard, Richard R. Larson, Wayne 
R. Rosene, John A. Scribbens, Martin P. Sutor, A. L. Thompson, C. E. Van 


Norman and Robert Woolsey were elected directors for a three-year tern 
Mrs. Willard Sipes and Carlisle Smith were elected to fill the unexpired terms 


of Mr. Ben Frankenberger and James Barrett. Mrs. Irving Garcelon, presi- 


dent of the group, presided. Knox County Historic Sites has for its in 
{rate project the restoration of the Knoxville Courthouse 


At the November meeting of the Mattoon Historical Society George 


| 


Pendell reviewed plans for the celebration in 1955 of Mattoon’s centennial 


In January Dr. Charles H. Coleman spoke on “Captain Abraham Lincoln 


The golden anniversary of the founding of the Morgan County His- 


torical Society was celebrated al dinner meeting in Jackson 


at a testil 


ville on November 18. Miss Fidelia N. Abbott reviewed the Society's his- 
tory and accomplishments. Dr. Arthur E. Bestor, president of the Illinois 


State Historical Society, spoke on “The Value of History in a Time of Crisis 


I 


The Ogle County Historical Society was organized at a meeting in 
Oregon on November 29. Dr. Stewart Thomson was the principal speaker 
Tentative officers of the group are: Mrs. A. M. Beebe, president; Mrs. Harold 
Walker, vice-president; Mrs. Robert E. Etnyre, recording secretary; Mrs. Ivan 
Kuntzelman, corresponding secretary; Mrs. Yale Bates, treasurer. Ella Chaney, 


Ruby Nash, and these officers were the incorporators of the Society. The 


erm 
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second meeting of the group was held on February 28 at the Tilton School 


auditorium in Oregon. 


At the November meeting of the Peoria Historical Society E. C. Bessler 
spoke on “Thanksgiving in the Civil War Days.” In January the group saw 
two motion pictures— Archacology of Prehistoric Mexico,’ shown by Dr 
Dan Morse who made the pictures last summer, and Walter Muller's film of 


his 1948 trip to Europe. 


The Rockton Township Historical Society sponsored a public card party 
on January 20. Funds received from the affair will be used to help finance 


the remodeling of the Stephen Mack home. 


The Saline County Historical Society held a brief memorial service tor 
Fred H. Wasson on Janury 4, with William H. Farley as chairman. At the 
same meeting Paul A. Frick, feature editor of the Marion Daily Republican 
summarized the history of Williamson County 

Officers of the Society elected in February include: Louis Aaron, presi- 
dent; Scerial Thompson, Mary Lindsay and Mrs. Ila Choisser, vice-presidents: 
James Bond, secretary-treasurer; and D. F. Rumsey, a director. Mrs. Walter 
Sutton spoke on “Abraham Lincoln, His Formative Years in Indiana 

The Swedish Historical Society of Rockford held its annual dinner meet- 
ing of officers and directors on February 6 in the Erlander Home Museum 


Plans for the midsummer festival and other events were discussed 


At the January 11 meeting of the Vandalia Historical Society Joseph ¢ 
Burtschi was elected president, Josephine Burtschi, vice-president; Mrs. Ben 
Perkins, secretary; and C. F. Houston, treasurer. A paper, “Flowers of Capital 
Days,” based on research by Mary and Josephine Burtschi, was read by Irene 
Schenker. It dealt with flowers common to Vandalia when it was the state 
capital. The Society has adopted the lilac as its floral symbol, and will launch 
a campaign for the planting of lilac bushes in Vandalia. 

On February 25 the group met in the House of Representatives of the 
old Statehouse. Mary and Josephine Burtschi gave an illustrated lecture en- 


titled “Historic Vandalia.” 


The Wayne County Historical Society is helping to raise funds tor a 
new public library building in Fairfield. The Society will have space in the 


building to house its historical collections. President Wasson W. Lawrence 


presided at a meeting in January when plans were made for the fund drive. 
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